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THE HONOURABLE: 
ny N p wal 

RIGHT REVEREND 
SHUTE 


LORD BISHOP OF LANDAFF, 


My Loxp, 


"THE favourable opinion, which 
your Lordſhip was pleaſed to 


entertain of this little Work in the 


firſt Edition, has induced me to give 
it a Reviſal, and, by removing ſome 
inaccuracies, to. render it leſs unworthy: 
your acceptance. g . 
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DEDICATION. 


aer ſo light a performance mould 


have been able to attract your notice, 
I muſt attribute to that vigilant, un- 
remitted attention, which ſo eminently: 
diſtinguiſhes your Lordſhip's conduct; 
and makes you eſteem. no attempt un- 
' deſerving your regard, which has the 


remoteſt tendency. to promote the in- 
tereſts of religion or learning. 


Tear this little manual may be of 
ſome uſe, eſpecially to the youth of 
both Sexes, I am encouraged to hope 
from the candid reception it has met 


with in our Univerſities, where, I am 


told, ſome of the Tutors have adopted 
it as a proper compendium to be put 
into the hands of the younger Students, 


at their entrance on a courſe of ſacred ' 
literature. If it contributes in any 
* to make the holy Scriptures 
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more attentively read and better un- 
derſtood, I ſhall eſteem it a peculiar 
happineſs, to have had this opportunity 
of teſtifying the ſincere reſpect, with 
which I am, | 


* 


My Lok p, # 


4 


2 ga? , 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt obliged and 


Moſt faithful Seryant, 
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A CLEAR in lens Muttern of 
the ſeveral Books of the Næw 
Trsrauzxr, ſhewing the deſign of 
their writers, the nature of their con- 
tents, and whatever elſe is previouſly 
neceſſary to their being read with under- 
ſtanding, is a Work, that, if well executed, 
muſt prove the beſt of commentaries, and 
frequently ſuperſede the want of all 
other. Like an intelligent guide, it di- 
rects the Reader right at his firſt ſetting 
out, and thereby ſaves him the trouble 
of much after inquiry: Or, like a map 
of a country, through Which he is to 
travel; if conſulted before: hand, it gives 
him a general view of his journey, and 


4 prevents 
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prevents his being afterwards loſt and be- 
wildered. 

THAT the following little work will 
be found to anſwer this flattering de- 
ſcription, the Compiler dares not take 
upon him to aſſert ; he can only ſay, that 
the contents are chiefly extracted from 
two eminent Writers, who have particu- 
larly diſtinguiſhed themſelves in this 
branch of ſacred criticiſm, and have late- 
Iy thrown great light upon the ſubject. 

THE Grit of theſe is, Mr. Profeſſor 
Mic#aErL1s, of his majeſty's univerſity of 
Gottingen, whoſe © Introductory Lectures 
e to the ſacred Books of the New Teſta- 


« ment” tranſlated from the German, 


were publiſned, in one volume quarto, 


in 1761 *. The r is the Rev. Dr. 


+ Since this Tranſſation of Mr. Mien ABEL 1828 
Book was publiſhed, that eminent Writer has 
very much improved and enlarged his Work in 
the original German; and it were much to be 
wiſhed that ſome capable perſon would give us 
either a new Tratliation of this excellent perform- 


LAxDN ER, 
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LarDNER, Whoſe © Hiſtory of the 
« Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, Writers 
« of the New Teſtament, with Re- 
« marks and Obſervations on every 
© Book,” were printed. in three Vo- 
limes $vo. in 1760, The former of 
thete has diſplayed ſo much ingenuity 


advantage to ſuch as would avail them- 
ſclves of their labours. 


Bur as their works are not of porta- 
ble fize, and contain a multitude of cu- 
rious diſquiſtions not within the reach of 


tempted to give a ſhort abſtract of their 
reſpective contents, cleared from all miſ- 
cellaneous digreſſions, and reduced within 
a ſmall compaſs for the pocket. He has 
not, however, merely confined himſelf to 


| ance, or at leaſt would give a new Edition of the 
tormer Verſion, with all the later additions and im- 
prqiements of the Original, 


N ö e thoſe 


and diſcernment, and the latter ſuch a, 
depth of learning, as. give the greateſt 


the generality of Readers, the Editor was 
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ſeveral Evange- 


liſts, a full account 15 given of che curious 


Hypotheſis of che learned and ingenious 
in his“ Obſervations 


Key to the 


-BeSIDES theſe late wr! i 
y had to the N ant | 


| Doppnibd : 
: and other forma 
Cr 


whom ſuch parts 
- moſt ſolid and judicious: ; 


„ 


whole, what, tis hoped, will be found a 
clear, conciſe, and not inconſiſtent RE 
pilation : in which the. editor frankly 


| acknowledges that very little will be 
found of his own, and that he has no 
„cocker merit than that of bringing into 
one compendium, whatever he thought 
© WY 525 moſt excellent in ſo many yaluable 
5 writers. | { 
: 0 AFTER this little work was firſt com- 


mitted to the preſs, the editor was fa- 
youred by an ingenious friend with the 
ſhort Account of the ſeveral Sects and 
Hereſies that prevailed in the times of 
Wy Chriſt and his Apoſtles. A general 
knowledge of theſe is ſo neceſſary to 
W our right underſtanding the facred 
vritings, in which one or other of them 
Jare conſtantly alluded to, that this work. 
vould have been imperfect without it; it 
Wis therefore prefixed, by way of IxrRO- 
WDvcrioxn. In compiling this brief ſketch, 
he writer acknowledges himſelf indebt- 
ed not only to the valuable works of 
A 4 _ Gops 
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Gop wN, PRI DEAUx, CALMETr, and 

GT ACKHOUSE» but to the very learned 
Aefiaſtical Hiſtory by Mr. 


Syſtem of EC 
Co MOoSHEIM * the univerſity 
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litor is alſo 
Aude. or Key 


e Prophecies contain 
lation, with wh hich this little book! is con- 


cluded. 
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OF THE JEWISH SECTS OR 
PARTIES ALLUDED TO 
IN THE GOSPELS. 


II. 


OF THE CHRISTIAN SECTS 
OR HERESIES ALLUDED 
TO IN THE EPISTLES. 


* 


THE JEWISH SEC TS OR 
PARTIES ALLUDED TO 
IN THE GOSPELS. 


THE PHARISEES. 


HE PrARisEEs were a ſect among the 
Jews, that had ſubſiſted at Icaſt above 

a century and half before the appearance of 
our Saviour. They affected the moſt profound 
regard for the Law of God, and the facred 
. but for the interpretation of chem, 
and the manner in which they were to be 
obeyed, they depended chiefly upon traditional 
accounts. Theſe traditions encumbered religion 
with a thouſand frivolous obſervances, which 
drew off the mind from the more important 
matters of the law; and made men look upon 
themſelves as holy and acceptable to God, 
not ſo much from their moral conduct, and 
obſervance of divine inſtitutions, as from their 
conformity to certain modes and punctilios 
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moſt public turnings of the ſtreets; the ardour 


from Exod. xiii. 9. 16. and Deut. vi. 8. Xi. 18. Will 


Find the origin of this diſtinction in Num. xv. 36 
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of mere human invention, introduced among 
them under pretence of being the Traditions 
of the Elders*. Hence their more than or- 
dinary ſtrictneſs in wearing the PHYLACTERY, 
and fingularity in enlarging the BORDERS or 
FRINGES of their garments b. Hence their 
ſuperſtition about the Sabbath, as if it had 
been unlawful on that day to walk in the 
fields, or to pluck the ears of corn, or to cure 
the fick, or to aid one's neighbour. Hence 
too their peculiar zeal and pretence to purity, 
in the demureneſs with which they faſted, 
the exactneſs with which they paid they 
tithes, the oſtentation with which they prayed, 
performing that duty not only aloud, but-in the 


with which they encompaſſed fea and land to 
make proſelytes, or converts to their ſect; thei 
frequent waſhing, not only of themſelves, but ol 
their veſtments and utenfils; and their hold. 


a j. e. Ancients. b The PHYLACTERIES welt 
YJittle ſcrolls of parchment bound to their foreheads an 
wriſts, on which were written texts of Scripture, take! 


regard to their BORDERs and FRINGES, the reader will 


Deut. xxii. 12. 


ll 
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complied not with their peculiarities. To this 
laſt circumſtance they ſeem to have owed the 
name of their ſect; the word PHARISEE be- 


ing derived from a verb in the Hebrew e, 


which fignifies to DIVIDE or SEPARATE. 
This fe& however not only held the ſoul to 
be immortal, but had ſome ſhght notions of 
a reſurrection, believing that on ſome occaſi- 
ons the ſoul might again re-animate a body: 
Whence their conjecture about Chrift upon 
his firſt appearance, that he was either John 
the Baptift, or Elias, or one of the old pro- 
phets; and hence too, notwithſtanding the vio- 
lenee with which they had. oppoſed the per- 


| ſonal miniſtry of Jeſus, that aptitude they diſ- 
played in after-times, beyond ſome of the 
other Jewiſh ſects, to fall in with his Revela- 
tion. 55 


2, Pharaſh, To divide. 


THE 


ing at a diſtance, or ſeparating themſelves not 
only from Pagans, but from all ſuch Jews as 
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THE word ScRIBEs, as that denomination 
occurs in the New Teſtament, appears to be 
the title not of any particular ſect, diſtinguiſhed 
from all others as to their modes of practice, 


or belief; but a general term, applicable to all 
thoſe of whatever ſect, who made the Law of 


Moſes and the prophetical and ſacred books 
their peculiar ſtudy, ſo as to become capable 


of commenting upon them, and thence of pub- 


licly inſtructing the people. This office ſeems, 
however, to e been confined to the deſcen- 
dants of Levi, who being very numerous, 
and not at all times engaged in the immediate 
tervice of the temple, had leiſure and oppor: 
runity enough to qualify themſelves for this 
duty, being anda with ſecular em- 
ployments, and liberally provided for among 
all the other tribes. It appears indeed from the 
op that 1s made in the Goſpel of 
the Scribes and Phariſees in conjunction, that 
the greateſt e of Jewiſh Teachers or 
Doctors of the Law d, for theſe are expreſſions 


4 So the original word ſhould have been rendered, 
where in our tranſlation it is improperly exprefled by 


the mogern term, LAWYERS, 


equivalent 
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equivalent to Senn, were at that time of 


J the Phariſaical ſect. In the Old Teſtament, 


we meet with the term SCRIBE in a ſecular. 
ſenſe, as denoting ſometimes a ſecretary. of 
ſtate e, ſometimes a principal clerk in a court 
of jade err, and ſometimes a commiſſary 
or muſter-maſter in the army s; and although 
it is probable that a duly-qualified man be- 
longing to any of the other tribes, might be 
anne into any of theſe employments ; - x6 
the ſuperior opportunity that the deſcendants 
of Levi enjoyed for all ſorts of literary im- 
provements, renders it likely that they were 
generally preferred, eſpecially in ancient times, 
even to theſe departments. 


THE SADDUCEES. 


Tue moſt ancient ſe& among the Jews 
was that of the SADDUCEEs, This name 
may either be derived from the Hebrew word 
SEDEC, which ſignifies JUSTICE ; or from a 
certain teacher among the Jews called Sapoc, 
The former ſeems to have been the origin of 


2 Sam. viii. 17. Xx. 25. f Matt. ii. 4. 1 Maccab. 
7.42, 2 2 Chron, xxvi. 11. 2 Kings xxv. 19. 


3 the 
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the appellation, according to che account of the 
= Sadducees: themfelves; the latter, according to 
the account given of chem by the Phariſees in 


the Talmud. If we admit the former deriva- 
tion, it aſſigns no fixed date of the antiquity of 
this ſect; if the latter, it aſcertains their riſe to 
have deen but a few years before that of the 
Phariſees. But be this as it may, the Saddu- 
cees ſeem to have been originally ſtrict adhe- 
rents to the Mofaic inftirutien, and to the 
Canonical books, only interpreting them in 
the moſt literal ſenſe, and rejecting all other 
explications. The fuperior eftimarion in 
which they held the Pentateuch, or writings 
of Moſes, to all other compoſitions in the ſa- 
cred collection, gave riſe in all probability to 
the report of their adverſaries, that they in- 
tirely rejected the authority of the reſt: and 
the doubts they entertained about a future 
ſtate, a doctrine not clearly revealed in the 
writings of Moſes; and about any appearan- 
# ces of angels or ſpirits among men, fince the 
finiſhing of the Jewiſh Canon ; ſeem to have 
at firſt given a handle to the Parlors of ren- 
dering them ſuſpeRed of irreligion, which in 
all probability was afterwards confirmed by 


men of looſe principles theltering themſelves 
under 
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under their name. This however is certain, 
that at the time of our Saviour this ſect is 
reputed to have held doftrines that were tho- 
roughly impious . For they are faid to have 
denied the reſurrection of the dead, the being 
of angels, and all exiſtence of the fpirits af 
ſouls of men departed; It was their opinion, 
that there is no ſpiritual Being but God only; 
that as to man, this world is his all; that at 
his death, body and ſoul die together never to 
live more; and that, therefore, there is no fu- 
ture reward nor puniſhment, They ackaow= 
ledged that God made this world by his powery 
and governs it by his providence ; and for the 
carrying on this government, hath ortlained 
rewards and puniſhments, but that they de not 
extend beyond this world. In a word, they 
ſeem to have been Epicureans in all reſpects, 
excepting only that they allowed that Ged 
made the world by. his power, and governs it 
by his providence... At the ſame time that 
they held theſe looſe notions, they ate {aid ts 
have had a bigoted attachment to the law of 
Moſes ; and whether it proceeded from this, 
or their cehſider ing our Saviour as x ſed io 


b Vide Prideaux. : 


B 2 RK perſon, 
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perſon, they ſoon joined with the Phariſees in 
bringing Chriſt and his diſciples to death; 

for Caiaphas, who was of this ſect, and who 
was High-prieſt of the Jews at that time, was 
he who condemned Jeſus to be erucified ; and 
Ananus the younger |, another of this ſect, put 
to death St. James the brother of our lord. 


THE HERO DIANS. 

Or the HeroDIANSs we meet with nothing 
among ancient writers, except in the New 
Teſtament itſelf ;- where alſo mention is made 
of certain GALILKANS, whoſe blood Pilate 
mingled with their ſacrifices, and who are de- 
ſcribed elſewnere in the New Teftament as 
il having made an inſurreQion againſt the go- 
vernment, and are called Murderers, or Si- 
Ml carii k. The learned Calmet takes an oppor- 
runity hence of imputing to thoſe called He- 
* rodians, whatever was done by theſe Galj- 
18 leans, and thinks they were called HERo- 
. DIANS by the other Jews, becauſe Galilee at 


|: i Son of Annas the High Prieſt, mentioned in the | 

: Goſpel ; who is alſo called Ananus, by Joſephus. 

{ * Acts xxi. 38. See a further account of this Sec 
2 Party, below; under the name of GAULANITES. 
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that time was under the command of HErop, 
ſurnamed ANTIPAs, But when we reflect 
that this inſurrection happened long before 
Chriſt entered upon his public miniſtry, even 
as early as the 1oth year of his age, when the 


Inſurgents were intirely routed, and the party 
diſperſed: whereas the Herodians are men- 
tioned as ſtill flouriſhing at the very time 
when Chriſt was employed in his miſſion; we 
cannot forbear aſſenting to the judicious con- 
jectures of Dr. Prideaux and others, who look 


W upon the Herodians not as a religious ſeQ, 


but a political party, who began to become 
eminent. in the days of Herod the great, as 
favouring his claims, and thoſe of his patrons 


the Romans, to the ſovereignty of Judæa. 
Some of theſe, no doubt, might be weak 
enough to imagine, that Herod was the Meſ- 
fiah, or wicked enough to pretend that they 


did, in order to ſerve his cauſe; and would 
be ready to vindicate his conduct, when, 
the better to pay his icourt to the Romans, 
he conſecrated temples to ſome.of their falſe 
deities. And this party having begun in the 
time of Herod the great, may well be ſup- 
poſed to have continued Jong afterwards in 
favor our and power, by the indulgence of the 
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Leaven therefore of theirs, againſt which our 
Saviour warns his hearers!, muſt in this caſe 
have been, either their falſe conceptions of 
the Meffiah,'or their pliantneſs ang conformity 


- to Idol-worſhip, or both. 


Mark viii. 15. 
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EYE. che religion of Jeſus began to be 
ſpread abroad in the world, it had not 


only to rope with avowed adverſaries, ſuch 1 
as uh Jew and the Pacan, by whom its | 
profeſſors were expoſed to all manner of ex- | 
ternal diſgrace and calamities; but it had to 
ſupport itſelf in its native purity, dignity ant 
excellence againſt the corrupt doctrines which 
many of thoſe whom it received into its 
community had brouglit with them from 
the Jewiſh or Pagan ſyſtems; for under theſe 
two denominations, were all mankind at that 
time included; and both ſo very corrupt, as to 
JF be far more capable of 1mparting infection, 
than of becaming pure. 
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. 


Or the Jews who became Chriſtians, therk 
were, beſides ſuch as had been of the ſe& of 
the PHARISEES, &c. others that had imbibed 


the particular opinions of the EsSENEs the 


urs, 1 
THE TENSE 


Tur EssENEs ſeem to have been of a very 
remote antiquity. They might take their riſe 


from that diſperſion of their nation, which 
happened after their being carried captive into 


Babylon. The principal character of this ſect 
was, that they choſe retirement, were ſober, 
were induſtrious; : had all things in common; 
paid the hizheſt regard to the moral precepts 
of the law, but neglected the ceremonial; 
any farther than w 55 regarded bodily clean- 
neſs, the obſervation of the Sabbath, and 
making an annual preſent to the Temple at 
Jeruſalem, They never aſſociated with wo- 
men, nor admitted them into their retreats; 


but gladly embraced every fair opportunity of 


ſupporting and enlarging their ſociety, by 


Fearing, breeding, ge. and inſtructing 


other 


FE 
1 
by 
|; 
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other men's children, as if they had been 
their own. By the moſt ſacred vows, though 
they were in general averſe to ſwearing, or to 
requiring an — they bound all nem they 
initiated among them, to the obſervance of 
piety, juſtice, fidelity and modeſty ; to con- 
ceal the ſecrets of the fraternity, preſerve the 
books of their inſtructors, and with great 
care commemorate the names of the angels. 


To them in all likelihood the Apoſtle Pts I 


when he inveighs againſt thoſe who forbid to 
marry, who command to, abſtain from meats, 
and who, through a voluntary humility, pay 


| worſhip to angels. But a more particular ac- 


count of theſe errors the reader will ind below, 
in page 126, &c. 


THE GAULANITES, 


THE GAULANITES were Galilzans, who 
had this name given them from one ſudas 
Theudas, a native of GAULAN, in vpper 
Galilee 3 who, in the 10th year of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which was the laſt of Auguſtus, and ten years 
after the death of Herod the great, excited his 
countrymen the Galilzans, and many others 

8 
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of the Jews, to take arms and -venture upon 
all extremities, rather than pay tribute to the 
Romans. The principles he infuſed into his 
Party were, not only that they were a free 
nation, and .ought to be in ſubjection to 
mo other; but that they were the elect of 
God, that he alene was their governour, and 
that, therefore, they -ought not to ſubmit to 
any ordinance of .man. And though he was 
unſucceſsful, inſomuch that his party in 
their very firſt attempt were intirely routed 
and diſperſed; yet ſo deeply had he infuſed 
his own enthuſiaſm into their hearts, that 
they never reſted, till in their own deſtruction 
they involved the city .and temple. To this 
wild“ and fanatic party ſeem to be addreſſed 
many of thoſe paſſages in the New Teſtament, 
wherein obedience to magiſtracy 1 is ſo piouſſy 
zand rationally meulcated. 


THE NAZAREENS. 


Tux Phariſees ſeem to have compoſed the 
chief body of thoſe Chriſtian converts, who 
in the earlier times were diſting uiſhediby the 


appellation. of NAZAREENS. Theſe, though 
#5 ad 2 1 . . 
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they embiaced. Chriſtianity, yet entered ſo 


little into the real ſpirit and genius of it, that 
they were ſtill fond of the beggarly elements 
and carnal ordinances of the Ceremonial Law. 
To repreſs this their inordinate ſuperſtition, 
ſeems to have been the intention of the ſeve- 
rity with which the Law 1s treated in the 
Apoſtolic writings, where not only circumci- 
ſion is exclaimed againſt, but we are taught to 
let no man judge us with regard to meats or* 


| drinks, or the obſervance of holy-days, or of the 


new moon, or of the ſabbath z which were a 
ſhadow of things to come, whereof Chrift is 
the ſubſtance, | | 


THE GNOSTICS; 


Or the GENTILEs who were converted to 
Chriſtianity, the moſt dangerous and pernici- 
ous kind were thoſe who were infected with 
the EGYPTIAN PH3LOSOPHY ; a ſyſtem, as 
it was then taught, intirely chimerical and 
abſurd, The Chriſtians of this ſort aſſumed 
to themſelves the name of GNosTics; a word 
of Greek derivation, implying a Knowle 
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Fuperior to that of vir wen. 155 wh 
does not occur in the New Teſtament; hee” 


THE NICOLAITANS, 


of whom mention is made in the Apocalyple 
of St. John ®, ſeem to have been of the GNo- 
5110 ſect; as were allo | 


THECERTNTHTANS; 


for moſt of the errors u maintained by CERN. 
Tus, and oppoſed in the goſpel of St. John, 
may be derived from the fame ſource, | 
WN we ſay the Gentile converts were 
<hiefly liable to the Gros rie infection, we 
muſt not be underſtoad to exclude thoſe of 
the Jewiſh race, many of whom were tainted 
with it, but they ſeem to have der my it t from 
the Eſlenes . 


& -= 


THE EGYPTIAN PHILOSOPHY: 


THE maintainer of this philoſophy held, 
that the ſupreme Being, though infinitely per- 
feat and happy, was not the creator of the 


n See this Sect deſcribed below, p. 155. 
n See them deſoribed at lay ge, p. 74 | 
+ ® Sep p, 15. = 
| univerſe, 
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univerſe, nor the only independent being: 
for, according to them, Matter too was eter- 
nal. The ſupreme Being, who reſides in the 
immenſity of ſpace, which they called Plera- 
na, or fulneſs,, produced from himſelf, ſay 
they, other immortal and ſpiritual natures, 
ſtiled by them ons b, who filled the reſidence 
of the Deity with Bina, {ilar to themſelves, 
Of theſe beings; fome were placed in the 
higher regions, others. in the lower. "Thoſe in 
the lower regions, were nigheſt to the place 
of matter, which originally was an inert and 
formleſs maſs, till one of them, without any 
commiſſion from the Deity, and merely to ſhew 
his own dexterity, reduced 1t into. form and 
order, and enlivened ſome parts of it with 
animal ſpirit, The Being who atchieved all 
this, they called the DEMIuRGus 4.” But ſuch 
was the preverſeneſs of matter, that, when 
brought into form, it was the ſource of all 


ERC 
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. 


4 
. evi, The ſupreme Being, therefore, never 
| Aon in Greek, properly ſignifies. the Age of man, 
1 but, having been employed be. philoſophers to exprets. 
E 


the duration of ſpiritual and inviſible beings, the Be- 

ings themſelves were afterwards figuratively EINER 

ons, or Durations, Kc. ä | | 
11. e. The operator, artificer, or workman. 

| intended 
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philoſophy. The corruptions flowing from 


4 INTRODUCTION. 


intended to have given it a form; but as that 


had been now done, he, in order to prevent 


miſchief as much as poffible, added to the ani- 
mal ſpirit of many of the enlivened parts, ra- 
tional powers. The parts to whom rational 


powers were thus given, were the original pa- 


rents of the human race; the other animated | 
parts, were the brute- creation. Untuckily, | 2 


| however, the interpoſition of the ſupreme Be- 


ing was in vain; for the Demiurgus grew ſo il 
aſpiring, that he ſeduced men from their al- 
legiance to the ſupreme Being, and diverted 
all their devotion to himſelf. | J 

THEsE are the out-lines of this phantaſtie 


it, when adapted to Chriſtianity, were theſe, 
They held that the God of the Jews wa 
the DEmiuRGUs; that to overthrow and 
ſubvert the power and dominion of this 
Demiurgus, JE$Vs, one of the celeſtial 
ons, was ſent by the ſupreme Being to 
enter into the body of the man CuRIST, 
in the ſhape of a dove ; that Chrift, by his 
miracles and ſufferings, ſubyerted the kingdom 
of the DEMiURGUs ; but when he came to 
ſuffer, the on Jeſus carried along with 
himſelf the foul of Chriſt, and left behind upon 

the 


| CHRISTIAN HERESIES. 3. 


the croſs, only his body and animal fpirit z 
that the Old Teſtament ought to be rejected, 

as having been the means whereby the DEMI- 
vRGUs ſupported his influence among men; 
that the ſerpent who deceived: Eve, ougkt to 
be honoured, for endeavouring to reſcue men 
from their flavery to the PENTrUR Gus; and, 
finally, that we ought not to marry, or procre- 
ate children, becauſe, in doing ſo, we generate 
matter, which is the ſource of all evil; and 
that there 1s-no reſurrection of the body, be- 
cauſe the body is material. 

AGAINST this philoſophy, and not againſt 
true ſcience of any kind, are all thoſe texts of 
the New Teſtament levelled, which ſeem tos 
arraign philoſophy. This is that philoſophy 
which is there deſcribed as vain, deceitful, tra- 
ditionary, formed upon the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Chriſt, Theſe are the: 
profane and old wives fables ; the endleſs ge- 
nealogies, vain babblings, and oppoſition ok; - 
ſcience falſely ſo called, which we are to re- 
ject, and not to give heed to, And of theſe 
Sophiſts, or Gnoſtics, as they called them- 
ſelves, the Apoſtles write, when they ſay, 


„There are certain men crept in unawares, 
| „he 


„ IN TRODVUCTION. 


cc who were before of old ordained to this 
« condemnation 5 ungodly men, turning. the 
cc grace of our God into laſciviouſneſs, and 
“ denying the only Lord God, and our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt “.“ And again. Now if 
« Chriſt be preached that he roſe from the 
dead, how ſay ſome among you, that there 
« is no reſurrection of the dead ® ?? 


x Jude 4. 's x Cor. xv. 12. 
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1 7 | this INTRODUCTION may net 3 be ſabe 

he WY joined a ſbort ABSTRACT of the CyRonoLOGY 

nd / Our Lord's Public Miniſtry, as it has been ſet- 

rd | tled by Sir Is AAc N EW I ON, and ſome other Cri- 
E Wis, 10ho make it to have laſted Five Paſſovers. 


he 7: 55 here copied from I Mr. Bowyer's] Con- 

ole  JECTURES on the New Teflament, &c. 8vo. 
1772. @ work equally learned and curious. 
See his Preface, pag. xxxi. where this 


Chronology i is defended and uluftrated. 


HE CHRONOLOGY OF CHRIST'S 43 
PUBLIC. MINISTRY. | 
The Fifteenth of ber began Aug. 19, in | 
year 4742, of the Julian, Period. (Tiberius's 1 
ien began Aug, 19, An. J. P. 4727. A. D. 14.) un 
ſoon as winter. was-over and the weather be- | F 


me warm enough, John began to baptize. 
ke 111, 1, [Suppoſe in March.] 


I * FIRST PASSOVER, John ii. 
1. 16-17. : 3 , Wedneſday Mar. 28, after | 
| Chats baptiſm, (which was, we 
| may ſuppoſe, - in September, the | 
"= 17th of Tiberius not beginning | 
5 till Aug. 19.); he came into g 
Judea: ſtaid baptizing there while | 
He John Fi 


=. 
; 

; 

; 

| 

i 


34 
A. D. 


32. 


CHRONOLOGY OF 
Tib. John Was baptizing in £ þ 505 
_ caſt mto priſon. i in We 


. Solftice [in December], fou 
Y months before the harveſt, ], 
went through Samaria i into Car 
of Galilee, Matt, iv. 12. A Ne 


come and heal his Son. He d 


tc iveth,” John i . 

After ſome time there, he paſt 
through the midſt of the peopl 

and dwelt in Capernaum, Lukei 

en The sEcONHD PASEOVER, Mond- 


8 : 5 had been at che Feaſt. Whent 


5 | to the feaſt of TABERNACL 
in Sept. Matt; viii. 19, 23. L 


John 1 iii. 22, 2 3. 


About the time of the winkte 


bleman of Capernaum went 
him there, and deſired he woll 


not go, but ſaic, “ Go, thy {| 


Apr. 14. He called Peter, A 
drew, James and John: Preach 
the Sermon on the Mount, Mit 
v; whither multitudes follom 
kim from Jeruſalem, where 


winter was coming on, He ut 


Ix, 51. 57. A 


37 
$5 


CHRIST'S MINISTRY. 33 
„D. Tib. He went about the villages of Ga- 
lilee, teaching in their Syna- 
gogues, add working many mi- 
racles, Matt. ix. Sent forth the 
twelve, Matt. x. Received a 
meſſage from john the Baptiſt. 
Upbraided the cities of Chorazin, 
Bethſaida, and Caperntutn, be- 
cauſe they repetited not, Matt. xi. 
Wich fhews there was a con- 
 fiderable time from the impri- 
ſonment of John till now. 

32. 18.19. The THIRD Ass VER, Friday, 


Apr. 3. Alter which, the diſei- = 
ples, going " through the corn- | N 
fields, rubbed the ears in their 9 


hands, Matt. xii. Luke vi. 1. 
rolepor pad r, te on the ſecond 
« prime Sabbath,” that is, the 
ſecond of the two great feaſts 
of the paſſover; as we ſay, Low 
, 4 ASE. 
He healed a man on the ſabbath- 
day, Matt. xii: 9. Luke vi. 6. 
The Phariſees conſulted to deſtroy 
him, when he withdrew him- 
ſelf. Matt. xii. 14. 
„ 


n — * 
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36 


CHRONOLOGY oF 


A.D. Tib. He pate in 3 ſhip three parable 


33- 


I Twelve returned, having ben 


]ohn vi. 4. 
19-20, The FOURTH PASSOVER, Frida 


| he went not up, John vii. 1 


£ one of the Seedſman ſowing Wm |. 
fields, Matt xiii; whence m 
may infer it was now ſeed time 
and that the feaſt of the Taba | 
cles, in Sept. or Octob. was pal 
He went into his own country, a q 
taught in the Synagogues; bulli 
did not any mighty work, be 
cauſe of their unbelief. I 


abroad a year, and told him a 
John's being beheaded. He & 
parted privately in a ſhip ih 
Bethſaida, Fed five thouſand uM 
the deſart, Matt, xiv. Luke i 


Apr. 23. John vi. 4. to whid 


_ Henceforward he was found d 
the coaſt of Tyre and Sidon 
then by the ſea of Galilee, nc 
on the coaſt of Cæſarea Philipp, 
and laſtly at Capernaum, Mat 

Xv. 21. 29. XVI. 3. xvii. 34. Well 

: 9 to the Feaſt of "un 

nacle 


CHRIST'S MINISTRY, 37 
D. Tib. nacles in Autumn, John vii. 2. 

| The Jews thought to ſtone him, 
but he eſcaped, John viii. 59. 
Went to the feaſt of Dedication 
in Winter, John x. 22. The Jews 
ſeeking to kill him, he fled be- 
yond Jordan, John x. 39, 40. 
Matt. xix. 1, On the death of 
Lazarus came to Bethany, John 
xi. 7. 18. Walked no more 
openly, but retired to Ephraim, a 
city in the wilderneſs, till 

3. 30, The FiFTH and LAST PASSOVER, 
Wedneſday, Apr. 13, John xi. 
53—55- In the Conſulſhip of 
Fabius and Vitellius. 
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NEW TESTAMENT. 


\HE facred Writings, whah Chriſtians 


in general SCRIPTURE or THE SCRIPTURES, 
a od which literally ſignifies WRITING, or 
Tre WRITIN OGS. This Title often occurs 
in the New Teſtamenté, and was commonly 
applied in the time of our Saviour to denote 
the books received by the Jews 2s the rule of 
faith: it has ſince been extended to the writ- 
tings of the Apoſtles 4 and Evangelifts, as com- 
pleating the whole of divine revelation ; fo that 
the writings of the Old and: New Teſtament are 
indiſcriminately called by Chriſttans, by way 
of diſtinction, * er n ScRi P- 
TURES, 


c , Tim, iii, 16. Luke iv. 22. 132 Pet. iti. 26. 


C 4 Tur 


receive as divinely inſpired, are called 


40 A KEY ( 
THe whole collection of theſe ſacred wri- 
tings is called the BiBLE: This word ori. 
ginally ſignifies Book, and is given to the wri- 
tings of the Prophets and Apoſtles by way of 
eminence, Theſe collectively are called the 
Book, or B1BLE, the Book of Books, as ſuperior 
in excellence to all others in the world. 
Tux holy Scriptures are divided into the 
OLD and New TEsTAMENT. The former 
contains the books written under the Old Dif- 
penſation of the Law of Moſes; the latter 


thoſe publiſned under che New Diſpenſaion of 
the Goſpel. $5 * 


Tux New TESTAMENT (containing the 
inſpired books written after Chriſt's aſcenſion 
into heaven) -is intitled in Greek H KAINH 
AIA®HKH, a title which was early borrowed 


by the Church from Scripture*, and author 
by St. Paul himſelf . 


TEIs title according to the paſſages of San 
ture whence it is taken, ſhould be rendered 
CoveEnANT. And in this view, THE New 
CoveNnANT ſignifies, © A Book containing the 
* terms of the new Covenant between God 


e Mat xxvi. 28. Gal. iii. 17. Heb, viii. 8. ix, 
15. 20. f 2 Cor, iii, 14. 


Ul 


66 and 


NEW TESTAMENT. 4 


« and Man.” But according to the meaning 
of the Primitive Church, which beſtowed this 


title, it is not altogether improperly rendered 
New TESTAMENT ; as being that wherein the 


Chriſtian's inheritance is ſealed to him as a ſon 
and heir of God, and wherein the death of 


Chriſt as a teſtator r is related at large, and ap- 


plied to our benefit. As this title implies that 


in the Goſpel unſpeakable gifts are given, or 
bequeathed to us, antecedent to all conditions 


required of us; the title of TESTAMENT may i 
be retained, although that of COVENANT is 


moſt exact and Proper. 
Tre ſacred writings of the New Teſtament 
are all handed down to us in the Greek Lan- 


guage, which was that moſt generally under- 


ſtood as the time they were written, and are 
part Hiſtorical, part Epiſtolary, and part Pro- 
phetical b. Of the former are, 


THE FOUR GOSPELS. 
THE word EYAITEAION EvVANGELIUM 


(Gos PEL) ſignifies in Greek authors any joyful | 


tidings, and is exactly anſwerable to our Engliſh 


word GosPEL, which is derived from the Saxon 


h Viz, Revelations. 
Los. 


1 Heb, ix. 16, 17. 


1. e 


mn. .. 


« .4A.KEY 10 THE 


Lob, good, and 1pel. ſpeech or tidings. . In che | 
New Teftament this term is confined to 
«The glad tidings of the actual coming of the 
«& Mefflah;“ and is even oppoſed to the pro- 
phecies concerning Chrift, (Rom. i. 1, 2.) 80 


in Matt. xi. 5. our Lord fays, (The Poor 


« have the Goſpel preached to them?®® i. e. 
The coming of the Meffiah is preached to the 

Poor. Hence the Church gave the name of 
Goſpels to the Lives of Chriſt, that is, to thoſe 
ſacred hiſtories wherein the good news of the 


coming of the Meſſiah, with all its s Joyful Cir- 


cumſtances are recorded. 
Tre Chronological Order of theſe ſacred 
narratives, according to the moſt eminent 


Critics who have confidered this ſubject, is 


as follows, 


TABLE 


ren 43 


OM} A 1 E 


or T.HE. 
HISTORICAL BOOKS, 


With the Places when and wing cu 
according to Mr, MicfyAatLis, 


„ oo A. D. 
ST. MaTTHEW. JUDEA or near it. 63 
In Hebrew, for the Uſe of the Hebrews. 
87. Mars. ROME. | 61 
For the Uſe of the Romans who underſtood 
not Hebrew, 
IT, Luxe. Arzl. 63 or 64 


For the Uſe of the Gentile Chriſtians in 
| Egypt, Greece, &c. 


ST, Jonx. EPHESUS. 65 
T o refute the Errors of Cetinthus and the 
GBlnoſtics. 
The Acrs b | 
ST, 1 | ALEXANDRIA. 63 or 6g 


For the Uſe of Churches every where, 
Es Ds. 


„ AKE TO THE 


DR. MILL. and Dr. LARDNER concur for 
the moſt part in theſe dates, &c. only the latter 
thinks St. MaTTHEw's Goſpel was writ. in 
Greek about A. D. LxIV ; that St. MARk's was 
alſo penned the ſame year; and that St, Luxrs 

Goſpel and Acts of the Apoſtles were firſt pub- 
' liſhed in GREECE. —Dr. Mill thinks St. Joan's 


Goſpel was written fo late as the year xc, 


not long before his death. 


Ir is the — opinion of theſe and almoſt 
all other Critics, that the firſt three Evangelifts 
had not ſeen each other's Goſpels, when they 


compoſed their own, except St. Mark, who is 
allowed to have abridged that of St. MAr- 


THEW : But an ingenious writer i has lately 
compared the ſeveral Goſpels together in the 


original language, and thinks he hath diſcovered 


ſtrong internal proofs of the contrary : he has 


therefore offered a new arrangement according | 


to the following table: 


i Dr. Owen, See his Obſcrvations on the Four 
Goſpels, 3vo, TR" 


A SCHEME 


g 


S C-.#:-. E 


Of the Times, Places, and occaſions of writing : 


the Goſpels, according to Dr, Ons N. 


| Goſpels. F A. D. 
Sr. MaTTHEW's JERUSALEM. about 38 K 
For the Uſe of the Jewiſh Converts. 


sr. Luxz's. CorinTH. abut 53 
For che Uſe of the Gentile Converts. 


sr. Makk's. Rotz. about 63 
For the Uſe of Chriſtians at large. 

8 Jonn' 8. | EPHESUS. about 6g 
To conruts the Cerinttiiad and other Hereſies. 


Tuts ingenious writer inks St. Mar- 
THEW wrote his Goſpel for the uſe of the 


Churches at Paleſtine, then compoſed of Jewiſn 


converts, and adapted it to the condition of the 
times, and the nature of their circumſtances. 

„Wu the Gentiles were admitted into 
the Chriſtian Church, St. Luxx, as the exigence 


* This and the Date of St. Luke's Goſpel are con- 


troverted in the following Pages; however, the general 
Arrangement may be allowed to ſtand here. g 
O 
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of their ſtate required, ſtrengthened their faith 


by another * accommodated to their 
ſpecial uſe. | 


« Ayp when the invidious diſtinction be- 
tween Jew and Gentile had well nigh ceaſed, 
St. MARk, wiſely rejecting the many peculi- 
arities of theſe two Goſpels, compacted a third 
out of their moſt important contents, for the 
benefit and inſtruction of Chriſtians at large. 


« Arl afterwards, when the Church was 
infeſted by Heretics, St. Jottw undertook to 
confute their errors from the life and con- 
verſation of Chriſt: which produced the laſt 
of theſe Goſpels; and afforded the author an 
opportunity of relating {ſeveral _ remarkable 
things which had been omitted by his PO 
„ 

« TIIESE four Goſpels, he thinks, form Uh 
complete SYSTEM or DtviniTyY : and if we 
read them in the order they are here placed in, 
we ſhalt find them improving on one another, 
and yet all confpiring to one end, to a perfect 
repreſentation of revealed Religion. Each of 
the authors conſulted the writings of his Pre- 
deceſſors; and either by the addition of facts 


explanation of terms. — or confirmation of doc- 
trine, 
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trine, contributed ſomething to the common 
ſtock and the general inſtruction of Chriſtians. 
They likewiſe quoted each other's words, and 
thereby recommended each other's hiſtories; by 
which means they became not only 3 
vouchers for the truth of theſe genuine Goſ- 
pels, but at the ſame time, joint-oppoſers of 
all thoſe ſpurious -ones, that were impiouſly 

obtruded upon the world. St. Luxe by his 
quotations referred his readers to the Goſpel of 
St, MATTHEW. St. MARK again referred to 
both the former. And all three were approved 

by St. Johx and appointed to be read in. 
Churches. And afterwards when he wrote his 

own, it was uſhered into the world with the 

knowledge, approbation, and perhaps teſtimony 

of all the Aſiatic biſhops, Thus was the whole 
Evangelic Hiſtory finally cloſed, and the Evan- 

gelical Canon eſtabliſhed upon the firmeſt 
ground, and by the moſt venerable authority.“ 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO ST. MATTHEW. _ 


| HIS Goſpel was written before the 
= other three, The author of it was 
an eye-witneſs of moſt' of the faQs 

he relates, having been early called to the 


Apoſtolic Office by Chriſt himſelf :. Beſides 


the Name of MaTTHEw, he had alſo that of 
LVI, being the Son of ALPHEUS ; but not 
of that ALPHEUs or CLEOPHAS, who was the 
Father of JAMEs &c b. He was originally 
by profeſſion a Publican, or collector of the 
Roman Taxes: His oſſice conſiſted in gather- 
ing the cuſtoms of ſuch commodities as came 
by the ſea of Galilee, and in receiving tribute 
from ſuch paſſengers as went by water. 


This lucrative poſt he chearfully quitted for 


the ſake of Chriſt, to whom he became a 
faithful attendant and eye-witneſs of all his 
miracles. 


| A See Matt. ix. 9. Mark ii, 14. d Matt. x. 3. 
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In what year St. Matthew wrote his Goſpel 
is not agreed by ancient writers ; ſome dat 
ing it in the year of Chriſt xxx, others. A 
ALIX, and others between the years £x1 ail 
LXIv. This laſt account is gathered freu 
Irenzus, and is what the moſt judicious Moi 
dern Critics e are inclined to prefer; not oni 
as Irenæus was the moſt ancient of thok 
who have given the circumſtance of time, bu 
for other reaſons. The Hebrews ſufferel 
about that time a heavy perſecution, which 
almoſt drove them to apoſtacy, and obliged 
St. Paul to write his Epiſtle to them. U 
theſe circumſtances nothing could be of mori 
expediency and uſe to them, than a hiſtory oi 
the miracles and reſurrection of Chriſt. IM 
is moſt probable therefore that both this Go 
pel and the Epiſtle to the Hebrews wen 
written with the ſame view, to preſerve tis 
Chriſtians of Judza in the faith. + 2 

AGAIN, this Goſpel contains ſeveral plan 
predictions of the miſertes and deſolation 
Jeruſalem, and of the overthrow of the Tens 
ple, &c. beſides many other figurative intim: 


c MICHAELIS is for the year 61. Laxpezsl 
for 64. See allo BI IIS &c. 
tions 


OF S. MATTHEW. 3 
tions of the fame thing, which could not 
ſafely be publiſhed to all the world in writing, 
till towards the coneluſion of the Jewiſh ſtate. 
Ax ingenious Writer“ has lately propoſed 

3 much earlier date of St, MaTriezw's 
Goſpel : He indeed thinks that it was writ in 
a time of perſecution, for the Uſe of the Jews; 
but then he ſuppoſes it was in that firſt per- 


bu fecution, which raged in Paleſtine after the 
ere death of the Martyr Stephen; about the year 
hid of Chriſt xxxvnt, in the ſecond year of the 
hoe Emperor Caligula. 


THERE is however a capital objection -to 
this very early date; and that is, the great 
clearneſs with which the comprehenſive de- 
ſign of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, as extend- 
ing to the whole Gentile world, is unfolded 


mw in this Goſpe), Whereas it is well known 
fo and allowed by all, that for a while our 
15 Lord's Diſciples laboured under Jewiſh pre- 
50 judices; and that they did not fully under- 


ſtand all his Diſcourſes at the time they were 
ſpoken. They could not clearly diſcern the 


4 Dr. Owen. See his Obſervations on the Four 
Goſpels, 8vo. p. 22. | 

© Vide John xvi. 714; and other paſſages. 
D 2 - extenſive 
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extenſive deſign of the. Goſpel beet F 
after St. Peter had been at the houſe of Cor- 


nelius, and there received Gentile converts into 


the Church without Circumciſion f; nor in- 

deed till after the Goſpel had been preached 
abroad in foreign countries by St. Paul and 
other Apoſtles. 

Now if we turn to St. Matthew O Goſpel, 
we every where find the enlarged views of his 
divine Maſter repreſented in too clear a man- 
ner to admit a doubt, that the writer was igno- 
rant of their full tendency and meaning. Thu 
he ſhows that the Apoſtles were to teach all 
nations s. He repreſents the ſpirituality and 
freedom of the Goſpel : And that our 83. 


viour was deſigned to be a bleſſing to the Gen- 


tiles l. That the ſame Evangeliſt underſtood 
the calling of the Gentiles and the rejection of 
the Jews, may be inferred from ſeveral paſ- 
ſages *, He had alſo a diſtin& apprehenſion 


of the extent of our Lord's Kingdom and the 


f Acts, Ch. x. This Event is placed by Chrongjo- 
gilts about the. year 39. 8 Ch. xxviii. 19. h Ch. xv. 
10, 20. i Cb. ii. Ch. iii, 9. k Ch, viii. 10, 13. Ch. 
xxi. 33, 46. Ch. xxii. 1, 14. 


progreſs 
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| | progreſs of his Doctrine, when he recorded 
Ws thoſe parables in Chapter xiii. And it is pro- 


having been preached out of Judea, when he 
put down that declaration concerning the wo- 
man in Ch. xxvi. 13. 

THERE is alſo an expreſſion uſed once or | 
twice, intimating that ſome conſiderable ſpace 
of time had elapſed between the event and the 
time when this Goſpel was written. See 
Chap. xxvii. 8. and Chap. xxviii. 151, 
WHOEVER weighs all theſe circumſtances 
ill rather be inclined to fix the date of this 
Goſpel in the later perſecution of the Jewiſh 
Chriſtians of Paleſtine about the year s1xTY- 
ONE, than in the more early one in THIRTY= 
EIGHT, For it is the unanimous opinion of 
ntiquity, that | 5 

* dT, MATTHEW wrote his Goſpel for the 
ervice of the Jews in Paleſtine a; with a view 


See this Argument handled more at large by Dr. 
Jner, Supplement, Ch. v. Vol. i. The fame Au- 
or has ſhown many advantages of the late publica- 
on of the Goſpel in his Credib. Vol. viii. p. 124. 137. 
"Origen, apud Euſeb. L. vi. c. 25. Hieron. & 
heophylact in Mat. vide Dr. OWEN, paſſim. 
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bable he had ſome knowledge of the Goſpel's 
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cording to his LEGAL deſcent by Joſeph bi 


often to Jewiſh cuſtoms; relates the moſt of 


and ſuperſtitions :; quotes the greateſt num- 


Vin over, or at leaſt deter, the perſecuting 


for ms them that their afflictions were no mois 
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to confirm thoſe who believed, and to convert, M 
if poſſible, thoſe who believed not.“ Thi 1 
opinion js ſupported by ſeyeral paſſages of his 
Goſpel. Thus the Evangeliſt begins with the 1 
Genealogy of Chriſt from Abraham; which, WM 
agreeably to the Jewiſh cuſtom, he gives ac- 


ſuppoſed Father; deducing it down from 
Abraham through David, te ſhow his title ty 
the Kingdom of Iſrael, Thus alſo he refen 


our Saviour's diſcourſes againſt Jewiſh error 


ber of paſſages from the Jewiſh Scriptures; 
anſwers the moſt conſiderable Jewiſh objec- 
tions; and frequently makes uſe of the term 
and phraſes of Jewiſh Theology, 
THA this Evangeliſt wrote in a time of 
Perſecution, appears from the many uſeful la 
ſons which he gives to comfort and ſuppon 
the ſuffering Chriſtians; and to moderate 


Jews. With regard to the Chriſtians, he in- 


ou» 
2 . 
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than what they had been taught to expect, and 
bad engaged to bear, when they embraced. 
me Goſpel * : That their ſufferings were uſe- 
0 ful to them as trials of their faith ?: That 4 
Wl cowardly deſertion of the Goſpel would only 
expoſe them to greater calamities, and cut them 
off from the of hopes heaven i: That they might 
lawfully uſe means of preſervation, when con- 
ſtent with innocence* : That the obſervance 
of the rules of the Goſpel was an excellent 
means to ſoften the fury of their enemies 
And that it was better to ſuffer martyrdom, 
than by any baſe compliance to incur ' God's 
diſpleaſure . 


Ox the other hand, with regard to the u un- 
merciful Jews, he tries to ſoften their preju- 
dices and engage them in the practice of meek- 
neſs and charity * : To this end he inculcates 
che amiableneſs of a compaſſionate and benevoe 
ent diſpoſition v: its advantages here, and re- 


9 Ch. x. 21, 22. L446 Ch. xvi. 24. . 4 
v. 11. Ch. xxiv. 9<=13 1 Ch. x. 28. 32, 33. 39. 
Ch. x. 16, 17. 23. Ch. v. 39. vii. 12. 24=27. 
Ch. v. 14—20, 2 Ch. xvi. 25—27. Ch. x. 28. 
Ch. ix, 3. WV Ch. v. 43.—48. Ch, xvili. 23—35. 


SR wards 
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| wards hereafter *. He reminds them of the 
judgements inflicted on their fathers for the 
cruel treatment of the prophets, and that the 
might expect worſe if they perſiſted in the 
ways of cruelty? : for that God, though long: 
ſuffering, would at laſt vindicate his eled, 
and puniſh their oppreſſors with a generate de. 
ſtruction *. ay 
ST, MATTHEw is laid 5 ancient writer 
| to have written his Goſpel originally in He. 
brew or Syriae; out of which it was early 
tranſlated, either by himſelf, or ſome other 
Apoſtolic writer, into Greek, as being the 
more univerſal language. However ſome 
judicious Critics among the moderns, by ex- 
amining the internal Structure of the Greek 
Text, have found reaſon to believe, that the 
ancients were miſtaken in this reſpect, and 
that the Greek Copy is not a verſion, but the 
original“. | : 
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* Cb. v. 5. 7 9. Ch. x. 40—42. Ch. xviii. 2335 
Ch. v. 21—26. Ch. xxv. 31—46, y Ch. xxill. 
27—39 . Ch. x. 14, 15. 2 Ch. xxiv. 1, &c. 
28e LARDN ER, JORTIN, DODDERIDGE, WIr. 
STEIN, BAS NAGE, &c. However, the contrary opi. 
nion is maintained with no mean arguments by Mr 
CHAELIS, 


AFTER 
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AFTER all, whether the preſent Goſpel was 
the original or a tranſlation, it is agreed on all 
hands to be of divine authority, being publiſhed 
in the Apoſtolic Age; univerſally received by 
the Chriſtian Church as authentic ; and many 


paſſages of it being (as a learned writer has 


lately ſhown o) incorporated into the Goſpels 
of St, Mark and St. LuxE, who have there- 
by born teſtimony to its genuine ſenſe, and 
ſet their ſeals to its authenticity. 


d See Dr. OwEN's Obſervations on the Four Goſ- 
pels. By way of ſpecimen compare Mark iv. 1—9, 
with Matt, xiii. 1-9. And Mark xiv. 26—46, with 
Matt. xxvi. 30-50. So again ccmpare Luke iii. 4—6, 
with Matt. iii. 3, &c. Luke iii. 7—9, with Mate. iii. 


7-10. Luke iii. 16, 17, with Matt. iii. 11, 12. Luke 


xii. 22—31, with Matt. vi. 25—33. Luke vii. 20. 
22—28, with Matt. xi x aa I, &c. &c. 


OF 


* 
. — — 
— — ET GT — — 


E —— — 
rr 


p j * 
* 
ere e 
1 — 


x 
4 
| 


— 


| THE GOSPEL AGRI 


Joux furnamed MARK, to whoſe mother's 


* 


0 


We 10 S T. MARK. 

AX g Gol pel is Owe to have been write 
ten by that Maxx whom St. PrTzk 
affectionately calls his Son, i. e. his worthy 
difciple<, and whom the ancients affirm to 
have been the familiar companion of that 
apoſtle. He is alſo believed to have been the 


houſe St. PETER retired W releaſed by the 
Angel out of Priſon e, and who is the ſame 


John that accompanied St. Pavr and Bar- 


nabas in their travels f. Marx was enly 
his ſurname, which he had probably aſſumed 
in compliance with the Jewiſh cuſtom, while 
he travelled among the Heathens, to whom 
his Hebrew name of Joun would have ap- 
peared too foreign. 

His mother dwelt at Jeruſalem, and the 


Chriſtians aſſembled at her houſes; he was 


„ Pet. . ths d See LARDNER, MICHAELS, 
&c. © Acts Xii, 13. If Ibid. ver. 25: 


E Acts ut. 12. i couſin 


* * N * un — 


couſin to BAR x A BAS and attended him and 


6 
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St, PAUL in their firſt travels among the Gen». 
tiles; but he ſoon ſeparated from them *, 
which occaſioned a diviſion between thoſe two 


Apoſtles, when BARN ABAS took him along: = 5 | 
with him another journey.',. However, When 


St, Marx lived at Rome about the time of 


St. Pav's impriſonment, that apoſtle bad fa: 


good an opinion of him, that he reckons him 
among his fellow-laborers , and had r 
of ſending him to Coloſſe s. 

Sr. MAxk, even humanly deg; wo WAS 
2 very credible witneſs of the Life of Chriſt. 
He was ſtrictly ſpeaking an Evangeliſt, i. e. 
a Preacher ſent by the Apoſtles to Jews and 
Gentiles without being confined to any par- 


ticular church. What Timothy was to St. 


Paul, MARK was to St, Peter and Barnabas, ; 


and at laſt he hore the ſame. relation to St. 


Paul himſelf, It was uſual for ſuch Evange- 
lis to have extraordinaty gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt '. Hence we have. juſt reaſon to be- 


: a TS >" FX Mee +4 
id Col. iv. 10. I Acts xis. 25 FAQs ii. 3. 


1 Tim, Iv. 14» and 3 Tim. i. 6. 8 
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lieve that St. Mark wrote by Inſpiration : 410 


as the primitive Church has tranſmitted to us 


his Goſpel, as a book of divine authority, 
without ever entertaining the leaſt doubt of his 
inſpiration, we have no reaſon to conttoury it 
as a mere human compoſition. * 
ST. MARK is univerſally allowed to have 
written after St, MATTHEW? and a learned 


9 


writer 4 thinks, he alſo wrote after St. Luxs, 


The Goſpels of theſe two Evangeliſts were 


written, that of St. Matthew with particular 
reference to the Jews, that of St. Luke with 
a view to the Gentiles ; the Goſpel of St. 
Maxx (according to this ſuppoſition) was 
compoſed laſt of the three, in a ſtill more 
ſimple, form and for more general uſe. It was 
written at the requeſt and for the uſe of the 
Chriſtian Church at Romt; which was at 
that time the grand metropolis and common 

p M. Michaelis thinks that St. Marx had St. 
MATTHEW's Goſpel chizfly before hun, and wrote 
principally with a Deſign of publiſhing in a more 


known language (ſe. the Greek) that which St. Mat- 
thew had written in Hebrew. | 


q Dr, Owen. See his Obſervations on his Four 


Goſpels, mentioned above in the Introduction. 


5 | | center 


center of all civilized nations. St. MARE's 
Goſpel is therefore a ſimple and compendious 
narrative diveſted of almoſt all peculiarities 
and accommodated to the uſe of Chriſtians in 


general. 
As the other 4 two Evangeliſt had been ſo 


full in their accounts of our Saviour's birth 
and infancy, this will account for St. Mark's 


confining his narrative to the time of our 
: Lord's public miſſion. And as this had been 
r ſo well related already, he had little more to 
1 do than to abridge the two former Goſpels, 


. varying ſome expreſſions, and inſerting ſome 


additions, which he probably had from St. 
Peter. Whoever compares St. Maxk with 
the other two Evangeliſts will find that he co- 
pies largely from both”, and takes one or 


(pare in the Greek Mark iv. 1—9, with Matt. xiii. 19 5 
where the parable of the Sower is taken from St. Matt: 
do again in the explanation of the Parable, ver. 25 


Ne 20, he had his eye on St. Matt. ver 19—23, till he 
Ire comes to the concluſion, ver. 21, 22, 25, where he 
1 makes a tranſition to St. Luke, ch. viii. 16—18. 

ompare alſo, St. Mark i. 21—28, with Luke iv. 
ur 37, &c. & c. This co- incidence proves at leaſt, 


other 
ter 
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paſſing over that Period of the hiſtory, and 


7 See Dr. Owen's Obſervations, &c. paſſim. Com- 


own, is very cloſe and well connected. In 


Evangeliſts ſtile our Saviour ** the Son of 
Man,“ he calls him expreſsly << the Sou 


to engage the attention of the lordly Romans, 


5 particulars 48 might be of more uſe to his coun 
trymen than to foreigners; as the genealogy o 


lehem; the account of Jeſus's birth; the fer 


tiles were ſtrangers ; and in general the quo 
tations of certain prophecies of the Old Tel 
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vibes f them coliftünchy for bis guidsy der | 
'chiefly St. Matthew: the order, which is his 


his account of facts he is clear, exact and 
critical; for he wrote for the peruſal: of x 
Jearned people And he proceeds with Gu- 
tion, as it were to clear his Goſpel from all i 
odjections. 
Hs Exordium is e for „hilft othe | 


« of God: an auguſt title; the more likely 


Witt the ſame' view probably he omits: fuck 


Chriſt ; the maſſacre of the children at Beth 


mon on the mount, which expoſes the falle 
morality of the Phaxiſees, to which the Gen. 


n way, Te Vt: 


tament. On the other hand he adds ſome thing 
that one of theſe two Evangeliſts (St. Mark and 8. 
Luke) had ſcen the other when he wrote. Which d 
them wrote firſt, muſt be collected from other proofs. 
1 : ) 


= 
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for the ſake of the .Gentiles, to enable them to 
underſtand the hiſtory of Chriſt,” Thus in 
Chap. vii. 2, he explains what was the mean- 
ing of * defiled” or common” among the 
| Jews: and in ver. 3, 4, inftructs his readers 
in the Jewiſh cuſtoms, which was unneceſſary 
in St. Matthew. In Chap. xv. a1, having 
mentioned Simon the Cyrenian, he adds, that 
he was © the father of Alexander and Rufus, 
becauſe both theſe perſons reſided at Rome, 
and were known to the Roman Chriſtians, _ 
And perhaps the young man mentioned in Ch. 
Xiv. 51, 52, Was 2 Roman, whoſe curioſity 
might lead him to know the caufe of the tu- 
mult, and being a ſtranger might be the ſooner 
ſuſpected, and therefore apprehended, He 
had perhaps often told the Story at Rome; 
and the Evangeliſt thought proper to confirm 
it, In this light it makes a good argument. 
All internal marks of this ſort confirm the re- 
port of the ancients, that St. Mark wrote his 
Goſpel chiefly for the uſe of the Romans. 
THe time when he wrote it appears* to 
have been about the end of the year LXIF, ( or 


See Rom. xvi. 13. 


dee Dr. Owen's Obſervations, p. 26—80. Mill, Kc. 4 
Tin, 
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LXIII, the ninth of the emperor Nero, when 


the Church ſtood in need of all the Conſola- 
tions of Religion, to ſupport it under the 


afflictive weight of a moſt dreadſul and Crue| 


perſecution. | 
TE Greek 1 was at that time more 
in requeſt at Rome, than. the French i; 
among us; ſo that the moſt familiar letters of 
the emperor Auguſtus (which are ſtil! extant), 


are commonly either in Greek, or intermix- 


ed with Greek. We are not therefore to 
wonder that St. MARE a foreigner wrote his 
Goſpel in that language, for the uſe of th 


Chriſtian Church in og 


7 


| (6g: ] 


1 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO ST. LUKE. | 


HIS Goſpel is generally 1508 to 
have been written by that ** beloved 
Phyſician,” who is mentioned by St. PaurL, 
in Col. iv. 14, and whom he expreſsly aſſerts 
to have been a Gentile v. Conſequently he 
was neither one of the Seventy Diſciples, nor 
in eye · witneſs of our Saviour's Miracles, as 
hath been ſometimes ſuppoſed v; but we know 
that he was intimately converſant with apoſto- 
lica] Perſons, 
| Tar St. Lokz trayelled with St. Pavur. 
to Rome, and there aſſiſted him for ſome time, 
appears from ſeveral paſlages of ſcripture *. 
From thence he is affirmed by the ancients, to 
have gone into Africa, and to have preached 
the Goſpel at Thebes in Egypt. His inter- 
courſe with the Apoſtles, and eye-witneſles of 


! Ibid, ver. 11. Luke i. 3. * Acts xxviii. 
156. Col, iv, 14. Philem, 24, 
E the 
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the works of Chriſt, renders him an unexcey. i 
tionable witneſs, as a man; eſpecially, fince Ml 
he aſſures us, that he inveſtigated every thing 
diligently”, and had drawn it from the foun- 
And it is no more objection to 
the divinity of his book that he wrote fron 
the information of others, than it is to the ir 
ſpiration of Moſes, that he took his firſt book 
from antient records, and fometimes refers to 
other books: and therefore we may well ſe 


tain head *. 


ceive the univerſal teſtimony of the Chriſtian 


Church, that St. Luxx, under the directia 
of the Hol GrosT, committed to writing 
thoſe particulars which he had received fron 
infallible witneſſes. 

IT has been the common opinion, that 8. 
Luxx wrote later than St. MATTHEW and dt 
Mank: but the iogenious writer, ſo. oft 
quoted® thinks that St. Mark wrote laſt d 


* "AzeiCo;. 


bd Dr. 


Owen. 


* bey. | a Numb. xxi. 27 
See his Obſervations on the Goſpels 


He fixes the date of St. Luke's Goſpel in A. D. 53 
if fo, it muſt have been written before St. Matthew! 


(lee above, p. 52.) : but as the contrary ſeems demot: 


ſtrable from the paſſages of St. Matthew copied by > 


Luke (ſee below, p. 69.) we muſt aſſign a later dit 
28 00 


I 
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b the three; and this, as we have ſeen, has 
ce great appearance of reaſon . | 
Sr. J=zoM affirms, that St. Luxx penned 


he his Gofpel on the borders of Achaia and Bœo- 
to tia, which ſhould feem to be at the time when 
Om he was attending St. PAUL in his travels 
i through Greece; under whoſe care and in- 
o ſpection he probably wrote it. It is agreed 
08 to be this Evangeliſt whom that Apoſtle ex- 
preſsly tiles, ©* the brother, whoſe praiſe is 
in the Goſpel %” And that St. Luxn wrote 
agreeably at leaſt to St. Pavr's fenſe, will be 
evident to any one that compares the two paſ- 
ſages quoted in the margin ©, where the Apoſ- 
tle and Evangelift have both uſed the very 
ſame words in Greek to deſcribe the inftitution 
of the Lord's Supper: this co-incidence ſhews 
the agreement of their fentiments, which- 
ever of them is ſuppoſed to have written firſt. 

Sr, MATTHEW's Goſpel being intended 
chiefly for the Jews, it was highly expedient 


to St. Luke's Goſpel 4 unleſs we date St. Matthew 8 
Goſpel in 41, or 25 | 

P. . © 23 Cor. . 10 night 
19, 20. with 1 Cor. xi. 23—25. i 


E 2 that 


* 
— 8 
W A 


—— 


= => DS. ES 
— Ae oe rt : = 
— — 

— 


0 * 
q 
” 9 r | N — 
— - - — — * 9 _ * — ITE - _ 
— < — _ - 2 — —— > — 4 WV -_ _ 
— 2 — — — — = — * ; —— 2—¹ — — —— _ 8 1 — . I . — 
. - — — — —— — . 2 4 - — — 
E n ee AE * — - — G — — — — 
— 2 Sr gd wet Im ad r * — Nenn P a he eb i $44 3 5 - 
L * — — nf — r 2 2 * — — age I a — — — — N — 
— B — . - 7 9-4 — 2 — Pere — a 0 — — 
FT N 7 & @ 2 — * R a — — * N 4 
, NSD De < — — os . 2 EA 4 — 
AN 4 — — 4 - — — — — — — 2 
* — 4 


68 OF THE GOSPEL 


that ſome inſpired apoſtolicat perſon ſhould 
write ſuch a hiſtory of our Saviour's Life, as 
might ſatisfy the inquiries and be adapted to 
the ſituation of the Gentile converts.— This 
accordingly appears to have been the peculiar 
view of St. LUKE in his Goſpel : for, writing 
to thoſe who were far remote from the ſcene. 
of action, and ignorant of Jewiſh affairs, it 
was requiſite for him to deſcend to many par- 
ticulars, and touch on many points, which 
would have been unneceſſary when writing to 
the Jews. Hence he begins his hiſtory fo 


much farther back than the reſt, and is fo, 


careful in ſpecifying times and places. Hence 
he gives the genealogy of Chriſt, according to 
his NATURAL deſcent from the Virgin Mary, 


and carries it up to Adam : Shewing he was 


that ſeed of the woman, who was promiſed 


for the redemption of the WHOLE world. . 


f By interpoſing an eaſy parentlieſis, the Pedigree in 
St, Luke is naturally connected with the family of 
Mary. AND Jeſus began to be, or was, when he 
& began hi Miniſtry, about thirty years of age; being 
cc (as was ſuppoſed, the ſon of Joſeph, but) in reality. 
« the ſon of Heli, who awas the father of Mary.“ 
K1DDER, 


WII 


DF Dr 69 


WII regard to the general conſtruction 

of St. Luke's Goſpel, it ſeems to be formed 

nearly on the ſame plan with that of St. Mar- 
' THEW, whoſe very words are ſometimes co- 
pied z. Indeed, as the. Gentile converts ſuf- 

fered the ſame things from their countrymen 
: that the Jewiſh Chriftians did from the Jews, 
. it was neceſſary St. Lux E ſhould adopt much 
. the ſame points of inſtruction, both to ſup- 
L port the poor perſecuted Chriſtians, and to 
0 ſoften and convert their malicious adverſaries, 
of whom the Jews. reſiding in the ſeveral 
countries were ſtill the chief i, But as the 
rage and envy of the Jews proceeded now 
from another cauſe {for they perſecuted the 
Gentile Chriſtians for laying claim to the pri- 
vileges of the Goſpel) we ſhall accordingly 
find St. Luke's narrative peculiarly adapted to 
remove their prejudices, and obviate their ob- 
jections; to ſoften and —_— their minds, 


3 


in 


f | 
_ 2 See inſtances referred to ahoye, i in pag. 57; ang 
ing others may be ſeen in Dr. Owen. 
ling Ch. vi. 20-23, xii. 4—12. 37, &c. xviii. 28—30. 


: Ch, Vi. 24—26. x. 12. xili. 15. xix. 14— 44 


= and 


Jo 
TH 
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and to deter them from their malicious pro- 


ceedings ©. 


Sr. LUKE wrote in Gitet, and (as appears 


from the beginning both of his Goſpel and 
Acts of the Apoſiles) at the requeit of x 
Chriſtian of diſtinction whole name was TE 
orgtrus. He calls him xędrirt, or EXCEL 
LENT, as we addreſs certain perſons with the 
title of EXCELLENCY, The ſame title in Greek 
is given in the Acts to the Koman Gpvernour\, 
and was equivalent to the Latin Optimus, of 
Optimas, which the Romans addreſſed to their 
principal Senators of the moſt ancient fami- 
lies. A great critic ® thinks this was fome 
Nobleman who dwelt in Upper Egypt, and 
that St. Luxe's Goſpel was written about 
A. D. LXIII, in that country, near Thebes; 
which he ſuppoſes St. Jerom miſtook for 
Thebes in Focotia. He obſerves that the Syriat 
ſubſcription repreſents this Goſpel to have 


E Vid. Ch. jv. 25—27. Ch, xx. 9—16. 


Ch. XV, 


1132. Ch. xvii 7, 8. Ch. xii. 15. xxi, 5, Ke. 

Ch. x!11. 28—30. xiv. 16—24. 
CN. Kin, x6. XXIY. . ni. . 
m M. Michaclis, See his Lectures on the New 

Teſtament. : 


been 


W bcen publiſhed at Alexandria in Egypt, and 

| he imagines many things in it were particu- 
larly expreſſed with a view to refute the falſ- 
hoods of the EGYPTIan GO EL; an errone- 
ous narrative, whence Mahomet is believed to 
have extracted many of thoſe falſe particulars 
of our Saviour's hiſtory, which he has * | 
in his ALcOoRAN. 

PERHAPS St. Luxx's Goſpel was "y writ- 
ten in Greece, and republiſhed along with the 
Acts when he afterwards was in Egypt. Be 
that as it may, the Date aſſigned above is pro- 
bably the true one; at leaſt it appears pretty 
evident that St. Luke's Goſpel was written 
nl BY after the year LxI, if that be admitted to haye 
ut Bi been the Date of St, Matthew's Goſpel, 
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THE GOSPEL. ACCORDING 


in them all. This Evangeliſt, independent 
of his divine inſpiration, muſt be allowed to 


mined all the other Goſpels before he wrote, 


Chriſt», Our Saviour honoured him wit 
the moſt intimate confidence, and loved hin 
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oF 


TO ST, JOHN. 


HIS Goſpel is univerſally agreed tb 


have been written after all the reſt, with 
a view of compleating whatever was deficient | 


have had a moſt perfect knowledge of the! 
facts he relates; and as he undoubtedly exa- 


he is an authentic witneſs to their veracity, 
He was, according to the teſtimony of the 
ancients, of our Saviour's near kindred. Be- 
fore he became acquainted with our Lord, 
he was a diſciple of John the Baptiſt, and 
probably one of thoſe two whom he ſent to 


beyond his other Diſciples. He and Pete 


and James were (excluſive of the reſt) wit 


n John i. 37—42. 1 
nelle 


neſſes of the raiſing Jairus's daughter, of 
Chriſt's transfiguration, and of his agony in 
the Garden. He was the only ' Apoſtle who 


8 ſtood under the croſs when Chriſt was cruci- 
fied. So that he was better qualified than any 
other to deſcribe the Miracles and Hiſtory of 

th Jesvs CHRIST. A very diſcerning writer® 

th thinks that St. Joh in the life-time of his 
nt bleſſed Maſter wrote down ſome of the heads 

10 of his diſcourſes: At leaſt that his ſtile per- 

to fectly reſembles that of thoſe who relate the 


he diſcourſes of another, from ſhort heads taken 
down while they were ſpoken. 


Ra- 

te Bur we are to conſider this Goſpel not only 
ity, as an hiſtorical narrative, but alſo as a con- 
the troverſial treatiſe deſigned to refute various 
Be- Hereſies. For no ſooner was the Chriſtian 
ord, Church eſtabliſhed, but its doctrines were ob- 
and ſcured, debaſed, and corrupted by errors and 
t t0 hereſies of various kinds: the firſt Heretics 
wit aſſumed the name of GNos r ics, i. e. Know- 
hin ing ones,” pretending to ſuperior Jight and 
et knowledge. They were afterwards followed 
wits | | | 


„ MICHAELIS, See his Lectures on the New Teſ- 
- fament,* * 28 N | | f 


by 
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by the NicoLAiTANs, whole falſe tenets were 
propagated by Ep1on and CERINxTHUS. 'Thefſ 


hereſies prevailed moſt in Aſia, Wherefore 
the Aſiatic biſhops deſired St. John to draw 


up a refutation of them: and he, in compli. 


ance with their requeſt, compoſed his Gol- 


pel with a view to put thoſe Heretics * to 
“ ſhame, and to ſhew that there is one God, 
* who by 5 Chriſt” his Word made all things, 
de and that the creator and father of our Lon 
*< were not, as they pretended, diſtinct be- 
« ings?, &c.” Wherefore he does not relate 
the birth and parentage of Chrift, or even 
thoſe facts of which he, Peter and James were 
eye-witneſles, excluſive of the other Apoſtles ; 
but he chiefly collects ſuch diſcourſes and mi- 
racles, as confirm the doctrines laid down in 
the firſt Chapter, which were counter-poſitions 
to thoſe of Cerinthus and other heretics, who 
maintained the groſſeſt errors concerning 
Chriſt. E | 3 
CERINTHUS is ſaid to have taught, 1. That 
the moſt high Gop was intirely unknown be- 


fore the appearance of Chriſt, and dwelt in 


? Irenæus, contra Hæreſ. L. iii, c. 2. 
N a Te- 
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a remote heaven called Plerima, with the chief 
Spirits or ons d. a. That this ſupreme God 
firſt generated an only begotten Son, who 
again begat the WokRD, which was inferior to 
; the firſt- born. 3. That CurasT was a ſtill 
lower Aon, though far ſuperior to ſome others. 
4. That there were two high Mons diſtinct 
from CHRIST ; one called, LIFE, and the 
other LIGHT. 5. That from the ons again 
proceeded inferior orders of Spirits; and 
particularly one Demiurgur, who created this 
viſible world out of Eternal matter. 6. That 
this Demiurgus was ignorant · of the ſupreme 
Gop, and much lower-than the Tons, which 
were wholly inviſible. 7. That he was how- 
ever the peculiar God and protector of the 
Iſraelites, and fent Moſes to them; whoſe 
Laws and injunctions were to be of perpetual 
obligation. 8. That JesVUs was a mere man, 
the real ſon of Joſeph and Mary. 9. That 
the Eon Chriſt deſcended upon him in the form 
ff a Dove, when he was baptized ; revealed to 
him the unknown father, and impowered him 
0 work Miracles. 10. That the Eon LIGHT 


a See the Introduction. 1 
entered 
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entered John the Baptiſt in the ſame man. 
ner ; and therefore that John was in ſome re. 
ſpects to be preferred to Chriſt. 11. That 
when JIEsus had propagated the knowledge 
of God and came to ſuffer, CHRIST left him 
and fled to the uppermoſt heaven. 12. That 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhould reign on Earth a thouſand 
years, and his diſciples enjoy all ſenſual de- 
lights. Some of the Cerinthian ſect denied 
alſo the Reſurrection of the dead; and many 
of them maintained that Jeſus Chriſt was no 
yet riſen. 

Now we ſhall find St. John's Goſpel dine 
into three Parts. 

Tur 1ſt contains doctrines lid wed L 
oppoſition to thoſe of Cerinthus *. | 

THe 2d delivers the proofs of theſe doc: 
trines in an hiſtorical manner. 


THe 3dis a concluſion or appendix, giving 
an account of the perſon of the writer, and d 
the view he had in writing *, 


In what year this Goſpel was written, i 
not agreed among the ancients. It ſhoul 


7 Ch. . 1—18. 8 Chap. 5 19.—XX. 29, 
r Ch, xx. 30, to the end. 
feem 


FS. JOHN. y 


ſeem to have been before the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, which happened in the year of our 
Lord Lxx, for St. John ſpeaks of that city 
Jas ſtill ſubſiſting ; * There 15s at Jeruſalem 
« by the ſheep-market a pool, &c u. On the 
other hand it appears from the Goſpel itſelf, 
to have been written after the death of St. 
Peter, which is generally placed in the year 
IXVIII. For the other Evangeliſts, when they 
relate the cutting off the high - prĩeſt's ſervant's 
car, conceal the name of Peter, leſt the Jews 
ſhould have a legal pretence to proſecute him, 
and deliver him to the Romans to be capital- 
ly puniſhed. Whereas St. John mentions 
him expreſsly by name“. Nor could St. 
John probably have interpreted the words of 
Chriſt, * Thou ſhalt ſtretch forth thy hands 
and another ſhall gird thee *, concerning 
he manner of St. Peter's death, if it had been 
ritten before the Crucifixion of that Apoſ- 
tle: for before that time the words were am- 
diguous. This limits the writing of this 
oſpel to the year LxIx, a year expreſsly 
recited by an ancient writer. Others gire 


ving 


en, Þ 
houl 


K. 29. 


ſee j 


Cb, v. 2. Ch. xvili, 10. * Ch. xxi. 18. 


the 
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- Is plainly confuted by the above arguments. 


zs allowed to have cloſed the whole Goſpel 


the date of it ſo late as A. D. xv, but this 

Acco No to every eomputation, St. John 
Hiſtory, to have ratified and confirmed the 
former Goſpels, and to have eſtabliſhed the 


Evangelical Canon on the firmeſt Ground and 
moſt venerable Authority. 


0! fer 


nd 


"I Ix 


OF THE 


' * 


ACTS OF THE APOSTLES: 


HIS forms a central or intermediate 

Book to connect the GosPELs and the 
EPIsTLES. It is an uſeful Poft-ſcript to the 
former, and a proper Introduction to the lat- 
ter, ot | ; 
Tars divine Hiſtory is evidently a ſecond 
part or continuation of St. Luke's Goſpel, 
as. appears from the very beginning of it: and 
that both were written by the ſame Evange- 
liſt, is atteſted by the moſt ancient Chriſtian 
writers. The ſubferiptions at the end of 
ſome Greek MSS. and of the copies of the 
Syriac Verſion teſtify that St. Luke wrote the 
Acts at Alexandria in Egypt. 
As the narrative reaches down to the year 
of Chriſt LXIII, the AcTs cannot have been 
written earlier than that year; and that they 
were not written much later, may be in- 


OWerred from the ſubject being continued 


no 


— 


have been apt to have given the iſſue of 
St. Paul's impriſonment at Rome, as what 


to have known. 


9, St. Paul, and not HE, healed the ſick, 
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no farther, which otherwiſe it would probi- 
bly have been: at leaſt St. LUKE would 


the Chriſtian reader would have been curious 


CONSIDERED as a mere human witneſ 
St. LUKE was better able than others to dray 
up an authentic hiſtory of the Apoſtles, as be 
had accompanied St. PAUL in ſo many of his 
Journies. As he was a Phyſician by pro- 
feſſion, he was able to form a ſound judge- 
ment of the Miracles St. Paul wrought upon 
the diſeaſed, and to make a credible report 
of them. But he ſeems not to have had the 
gift of healing himſelf; for in Ch. xxviii. 8, 


His accounts are generally ſo full and circum- 
ſtantial, that the reader is perfectly enable 
to examine the facts himſelf, and to judge 
whether they were attended with any deep 
tion or not. 

ST. LUKE appears not to have intended 0 to 
write a compleat Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of the 
whole Chriſtian Church during the firſt xxx 


yean 


Sy > Ty . 


OF THE APOSTLES. | 83 
years after Chriſt's Aſcenſion. For he al- 
| WH moſt wholly omits what paſſed among the 
if Jews after the converſion of St. Paul; though 
the labours and ſufferings of the other Apoſ- 


tles could not but have afforded We 
materials. 


we may obſerve two-ends purſued 1n it : 

iſt, To give an authentic relation of the 
effuſion of the Holy Ghoft, and the firſt Mi- 
racles by which the truth of. the Chriſtian 
Religion was eſtabliſhed. An authentic ac- 
count of this was indiſpenſably neceffary, fince | 
Chriſt had ſo often promiſed the Holy Ghoſt dl | 
to his Diſciples: And if a Heathen were to | 
receive this Goſpel, he would naturally in- 
m-: quire, how it had been firſt promulged at Je- 
el WY rufalem. 7 
dge 2d. To impart thoſe accaunts which evince 1 
p- I the claim of the Gentiles to the Church of | || 
Chriſt : a point particularly conteſted by the 0 
Jews about the time of St. Luke's writing the 
Acts. St. Paul was at that very time a pri- 
ſoner at Rome, upon the accuſation of the 


1 5 Jews, 


Ir we examine the contents of this Book, 
# 
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| Goſpel by St. PETER himſelf, to whom 8. 


Jews, who became his enemies for having | 
admitted the Gentiles into the Church. 

HENCE it is, that St. Luke relates J the 
converſion of the Samaritans, and the bi, 
tory of Cornelius, who, though he was nt | 
of the Circumciſion, had, in conſequence ff 
a divine command, been inſtructed in 


Paul's opponents appealed . For the ſany 
reaſon he relates, Ch. xv. what was decreail 
by the firſt council at Jeruſalem concerning 

the Levitical Law; and treats moſt fully d 
the converſion of St. Paul, and of his miſſin 
and tranſactions among the Gentiles. 


Tu Acts of the Apoſtles may very pt 
perly be divided into ſeven parts, viz. 
I. Tux account of the firſt Pentecoſt afte 
Chriſt's death, and of the events preceding i 
contained in Chap. i. ii. 

II. Tx Acts at Jeruſalem, and throughou 
Judea and Samaria, among the Chriſtians 
the Circumciſion. Chap. iii, ix, xii. 

III. Tu Acts in Ceſarea, and the receil 

ing of the Gentiles. Chap. xxi. 
ch. viii. 2 Ch. x. xi, Gal. ii, 6— 


IV. TI 
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IV. Tas firſt circuit of St. Barnabas and 
Ist. Paul among the Gentiles, Ch. xiii. xiv. 

V. Taz Embaſly to Rome, and the firſt 
Council at Jeruſalem, wherein the Jews and 
entiles were admitted to an equality. Chap. 


ne 


the 
nil. 
nol 


x. 


VI. THE ſecond Circuit of St. Paul. Ch. 


Wh, Xi. 
VII. ST. Paul's third Journey to Rome. 
h. X1X, 2I—XXiii. 
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O F 
T HE EPLSTL.E:f6j 


H E ſum and ſubſtance of the Chriſtiat 
Religion is contained in the Hiftory 

of the life and death, the doctrine and dil. 
courſes, of our Lord in the Fobn GosPELs, 
The epiſtolary writings of the Apoftles were 
occaſional, being intended to confirm the ſe- 
veral churches to whom they are addreſſed, in 
the ſame Rules of goſpel-faith and practice, 
as they had before been inſtructed in; and 
accommodated to the diſputes and contro- 
verſies, errors and falſe notions, that prevailed 
among them. 
Tk general method obſervable in thele 
Apoſtolic LETTERs is, Firſt, to diſcuſs the 
particular point debated in the Church, or 
among the Perſons, to whom they are ad- 
drefled, and which was the occaſion of thei 
being written: And in the next place to gin 
ſuch exhortations to every Chriſtian duty and | 
virtue as would 50 at all times, and in ever 
church 


R 
2 r 
r 


THE EPISTLES. 85 


church, of neceſſary aud abſolute importance; 
paying a particular regard to thoſe virtues, 
which the diſputes that occaſioned the Epiſtle 
might tempt them to neglect. Now the for- 
mer part of theſe epiſtolary writings cannot be 
rightly underſtood, but by attending carefully 
to the ſtate of the queſtion there determined. 
Therefore the errors and vain diſputes, con- 
cerning Faith and Works, Juftification and 
Sanification, Election and Reprobation, &c. 
which have ſo long vexed and diſtracted the 
minds of Chriſtians, have all ariſen from one 
grand miſtake, of applying to themſelves or 
other particular perfons now, certain phraſes 
or paſſages which plainly referred to the THEN 
ate and condition, not of particular perſons, 
but of whole churches whether Jewiſh or 
Gentile of thoſe times. Perplexed and puz- 
zled with theſe knotty points, many well 
meaning Chriſtians have been drawn aſide from 
paying a due regard to thoſe moral and 
eighty exhortations, which are moſt eaſy to 
be underſtood, and of infinite obligation to be 
put in practice b. 


b Vid. Pyle, 
F 2 ” "LO g 
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Or the Epiſtles, xiv are by St. Pall. 
which are not placed according to the order 
of time, in which they were written; but ac- 
cording to the precedence or ſuppoſed rank of 
the churches and perſons to whom they are 
addreſſed: it will be proper therefore to ex- 
hibit here their Chronological order accord; 
ing to two eminent Critics. 85 
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THE 
CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 


Of the EpIsTLES, &c. according to Mr. 
MichAELIs, and ſome others, 


cd: 


ErIs TIE to, or by, Places where written. A. D. 


1 PETER | JERUSALEM | 49 
GALATIANS ' THESSALONICA wy 
1 THESSALONIANS CORINTH 52 
2 THESSALONIANS CORINTH 52 
1 CORINTHIANS EPHESUS —-  ' PF" 
2 CORINTHIANS MacEeponia =. 
1 TIMOTHY _ „ 
ROMAN s | CormnTH End of 58 
JaMEs | _ uncertain 6x 
PHILEMON f | 
CoLOSIANS Vt clan + BED 
EPHESIANS | 
PHILIPPIANS 

HEBREWS . ROME 1 
Trrus Nicororis uncertain 
2 PETER - uncertain , 67 
JuE uncertain uncertain 
2 TIMOTHY ROME 5 67 


EPIST 2 

. uncertain 70 
Joux 1 

REVELATIONS Par Mos 3 


F 4 A TABLE 
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A TABLE of st. PAUL's EPISTLES, 


With the Places where, and Times wen Ml: 
written, according to Dr, LARDNER.. 


Epiſtles. Places, A. D 


1 THESSALONIANs CORINTH 9515 9 
2 TRESSALONIAN Ss CORINTH 52 

CoRinFH, near the end ef 51 
2 EPHBSUS or beg. of 51 
3 CoRINTHIans- Erzsus the beg. of 53 


» GALATIANS - 


1 TimorayY MACEDONIA 56 | 
Titus 8 8 bef. the End of 56 
| cr near it 
2 CORINTHIANS MACEDONIA about October $7 
Romans Conn about Feb, 3 
EPHESIANS ROME about April 61 
2 TIMOTHY RoME about May 61 
; PHILIPPIANS- ROME bef. the end of 6: 
b CorossrAxs Rows bef. the end of 6 
1 „ PIIENMNN - RoMmE bef. the end of 63 
I! HEBREVS pour * Tin Spring of | 63 
| it ITALY | 25 
| 
Fi 


1 . . A TAI 
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A TABLE of the CATHOLIC 
EPISTLES and the REVELATION 


according to Dr. L A R DN E R. 


bie. Place. A. D. 
1 1 2 

5 | DEA 18585 . 

: ee * SY by beg. of 62 
The two oy. | | 
1 WW Epit. of Roux --» ou 
fern | in 
0 * 
Joux Exruxsus about 80 
; | and }Ernzovs | 3 ry 

7 OHN - Sh | ah 

, JupE unknown 64 or 65 

bY boron anion phe er } ger gh 
f ' (Eengsvs 1 
52 c | | 

52 


2 
— 


1 
if . ; 
ER $4 * 
| 2 | 980 4 


| | _ 
THE EPISTLE TO THE 
| ROMANS. 


Taue, celebrated Epiſtle was written by 
St. Paul from Corinth, when he wa 
ſetting out for Jeruſalem with the ſupplies 
which had been collected in Macedonia, and 
at Corinth; that is, according to ſome Cri- 
tics ©, in the beginning, or, according to 
others, towards the end of the year Lvin; 
which was the 4th of the emperor Nero. 
Tn Chriſtian Church at Rome appears 
not to have been planted by any Apoſtle; 
wherefore St. Paul, leſt it ſhould be corrupted 
by the Jews, who then ſwarmed in Rome, and 
of whom many were converted to Chriftiani- 
ty, ſends them an abſtract of the principal 
truths of the Goſpel, and endeavours to guard 
them againſt thoſe erroneous notions, which 
the Jews had of Juſtification, and of the 
Election of their own nation, 


c So Dr. Lardner, who thinks St. Paul came to Co- 
rinth in November, A. D. 57; and wrote this Epi 
tle in February following. The other opinion | 
that of Michaelts. Vid, Rom. xv. 25—27. 

N Now 
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Now the Jews affigne three grounds for 
Juſtification. Firſt, © The extraordinary piety 
and merits of their anceſtors, and the cove- 
nant made by God with thoſe holy men.” 
They thought God could not hate the children 
of ſuch meritorious parents: and as he had 
made a covenant with the Patriarchs to bleſs 
their poſterity, he was obliged thereby to par- 
don their fins, Secondly, A perſect know- 
edge and diligent ſtudy of the Law of Mo- 
» They made this a plea for the remiſ- 
ſion of all their ſins and vices. hirdly, “ The 
works of the Levitical Law,” which were to 
expiate fin, eſpecially circumciſion and ſacrifi- 
ces, Hence they inferred that. the Gentiles 
muſt receive the whole Law of Moſes in order 
to be juſtified and ſaved. 

Tat Jews doctrine concerning election, 
was, * That as God had promiſed to Abra- 
ham to bleſs his ſeed, to give him not only 
ſpiritual bleſſing, but alſo the Land of Ca- 
naan, to ſuffer him to dwell there in proſperi- 
ty, and to conſider him as his church upon 
earth :” That therefore this bleſſing extend- 
ed to their whole nation, and that God 
7 wr: 


4 


ſes. 
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was bound to fulfil theſe promiſes to them, 
whether they were righteous or - wicked, 
faithful or unbelieving. They even belibved 
that a prophet ought: not to pronbunce againſt 
their nation, the prophecies with which he 
was inſpired ; but was rather to beg of Col 
to expunge his name out of the book of the 
| Living. 


Tusk prey ious remarks will e ag, 
key to unlock this difficult Epiſtle, of which 
we ſhall now give a ſhort Analyſis 1. 
I. THE Epiſtle begins with the uſual fa 
lutation, with which the Greeks began, their 
Letters *. 

2. ST. Paul profeſſes his joy at the flouriſh; 
ing tate of the Church at Rome, and | hi 
deſite to come and preach the Goſpel *, Then 
he inſenſibly introduces the capital point be 
intended to prove, viz. | | 
3. Tur ſubject of the Goſpel e, that it 
reveals a righteouſneſs unknown before, which 
is derived ſolely from Faith, and to which Jews 
and Gentiles have an equal claim, 

d See Michaelis. © Chap. 1. 17. 


f Ver. 8—19. | Ver. 16, 17. 
| 4. Is 
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4. IN order to prove this, he ſhews ® that 
both Jews and Gentiles are “under fin,” i; e. 


| well as Gentiles, 


ſyllogiſms. | „The wrath of God 1s revealed 
oy againſt thoſe, who hold the truth in unright- 
« eouſneſs; 3 i. e. who acknowledge the truth 
and yet fin againſt it. 

TR Gentiles acknowledged truths; but, 


$ 
4 n « partly by their Idolatry, and partly by their 
other deteſtable vices, they ſinned againſt 
Ia. (the truth they acknowledged. 0 
« THEREFORE the wrath of God is re- 


« vealed EN the Gentiles, and puniſheth 
them. 

« THE Jews habe acknowledged more 
Chen WM © truths than the Gentiles, and yet they fin. 
it he * CONSEQUENTLY the Jewiſh ſinners are 
| yet mare expoſed to the. wrath of God &. 
lat it Havinc thus proved his point, he anſwers 
hich Neertain Objections to it. 
| OsJecTION I. The Jews were well 
grounded in their knowledge, and ſtudied 


Ch. ii. 112. 
«© the 


that God will impute their fins to Jews as 


His arguments may be reduced to theſe 


Ch. i. 13.—iij, 20. | 1 Ch. it, 1, 17—24. 


I EPIST LE 
„ the law.” He aufe de if the knowledge 
of the law, without obſerving it, could juſtify 
them, then God could not have condemned 
the Gentiles, who knew the law by nature l. 
On jxcTrIox II. The Jews were circum- 
« giſed.“ ANSWER. That is, ye are admitted 
by an outward ſign into the Covenant with 
God. This ſign will not avail you when Je 
violate that Covenant w. | 
OBJEcT1oN III. According to this dodtrine 
of St. Paul, the Jews have no advantage 
<« before others.” ANSWER. Yes, they ſtill 
have advantages; for unto them are committed 
the oracles of God. But their privileges do 
not extend to this, that God ſhould overlook ex 
their ſins, which, on the contrary, Sen 
condemns even in Jews n. 
OBJEcTion IV.“ They had the Levitical 
« Law and Sacrifices.” Þ ANSWER. From en 
hence is no n but only the knowledge Wor 
of fin ?. 
5. FRoM all this St, Paul concludes, bot c 
that Jews and Gentiles _— be Jum by 


Ch. ii. 13—16. Ch. ii. 25—end. u Ch. 
lll, 119. ® Ch, iii. 20. | 


the 
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the ſame means, ache without the Links 
tical Law, thro”. faith in Chriſt : And in op- 


poſition to the imaginary advantages of the 
Jews, he ſtates the declaration of Zechariah, 
that God is the God as _ of the Gentiles, 
| as the Jews v. 
6. As the whole blefling was il to 


7 the faithful deſcendants of Abraham, whom - 


both Scripture and the Jews call his Chil- 
e den, he proves his former aſſertion from 
x WE the example of Abraham; who was an [do- 
later before his call, but was declared juſt 
et Wy God, on account of his faith, long before 
do bis circumciſion. Hence he takes occaſion to 
explain the nature and fruits of faith 9, 


hat the Jews had no advantages over the 
entiles, with reſpect to Juſtification. Both 
ews and Gentiles had forfeited life and im> 
nortality, by the means of one common fa- 
ter of their race, whom they themſelves had 
ot choſen, Now as God was willing to re- 
bore immortality by a new ſpiritual head of a. 
dyenant, viz. Chriſt, it was juſt that both 


des, 
| by 


n Ch. 


tha 1 „ Jews 


7. HE goes on to prove from God's juſtice 


? Ch, ii. 2 1—end. 4 Ch. iv. i.—v. 11. 


9s STe 
Jews and Gentiles ſhould hare in this new 


_ repreſentative of the whole race . 


Chap. v. ver. 15, 16, amount to this nega- 
tive queſtion, © Is it not fitting that the free 
<« gift ſhould extend as far as the offence ?? 
8. HE ſhews that the doctrine of Juſtiſ. 
cation, as ftated by him, Jays us under the 


ſtrongeſt obligations of holineſs +. 


9. Hz ſhews, that the Law of Moſes no 
longer concerns us at all; for our juſtification a 
arifes from our appearing in God's fight, as i? 


actually dead with Chriſt, on account of ou 
- fins; but the Law of Moſes was not given to 


the dead. On this occaſion he proves al 
large, that the eternal power of Ged over ud 
is not affected by this, and that whilſt we ar liſct 
under the Law of Moſes we perpetually be H 
come ſubject to death, even by ſins of H e 
vertency *. nd « 

10. HEnce he concludes, that all the e! 
and thoſe only, who are united with Chris er A! 
and for the ſake of his union do nat live 2 f put 


cording to the fleſh, are free from all eat th, 
KEK | | mi 
r Ch. v. 12— end. Ch. vi, 1—end. 1 Toy 
Vii. 1—end, | $5 xi 


1 e demnati( 


demnation of the Law, and have an undoubt- 
ed ſhare in eternal Life x. 
11. HAviN G deſcribed their bleſſedneſs, 


ke is aware, that the Jews, who expected a 


that Chriſtians notwithſtanding endure much 
ſuffering in this world. He anſwers this ob- 


jection at large . 
12. Hz ſhews that God is not the leſs true 
and faithful, becauſe he doth not juſtify, but 


nther rejects and puniſhes, thoſe Jews who 
would not believe the Meſſiah a. In diſcuſſing 


er in which, on account of the Jewiſh pre- 
udices, he introduces it?, as well as in the 
liſcufſion itſelf. | 


ever made to all the poſterity of Abraham; 


wer of chufing thoſe ſons of Abraham, whom 
rt Abraham's ſake he intended to bleſs, and 
f puniſhing the wicked ſons of Abraham; 
that with reſpect to TEMPORAL happineſs 
miſery, he was not even determined in his 


ch. viii, 117. Ch. viii. 18—end. x Ch. 
ri. Ch. ix. 1=5, 85 


choice 


5 
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temporal happineſs, . ſhould object to him, 


his point we may obſerve the cautious man- 


He ſhews that the promiſes of God were 


id that God always reſerved to himſelf the 
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choice by their works. Thus he rejected Iſh- 
mael, Eſau, the Iſraelites in the deſart in the 


time of Moſes, and the greater part of that 
people in the time of Iſaiah, making; them a 


ſacrifice to his juſtice *. 

HE then proceeds to ſhew that God had 
reaſon to reject moſt of the Jews then living, 
becauſe they would not believe in the Meſhah, 
though the Goſpel had been preached to them 


plainly enough. However, that God had not 
rejected all his people, but was ſtill fulfilling 


his promiſe upon many thouſand natural de- 
ſcendants of Abraham, who believed in the 


Meffiah; and would in a future period fulkl 


them 3 more; for that all Iſrael would be 
converted b. And he concludes with admiring 
the wiſe counſels of God ©, 

13. FROM the Doctrine hitherto laid down, 
and particularly from this, that God ha 
in mercy accepted the Gentiles ; he argues, 
that the Romans ſhould confecrate and offer 


_ themſelves up wholly to God. This leads hin 


to mention in particular ſome Chriſtian du- 
ties d, viz. f 

2 Ch. ix. 6-29, 2 Ch. ix. 30— x. end. 
Þ Ch. xi. 1—32. © Ver, 3—end. Ch. xi. 


14. He 
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14. HE exhorts them to be ſubject to 


magiſtrates e; *; the Jews at that time being gi- 
ven to edition. 
is. To love ofie aibther heartily”, And, 
16. To abſtain from thoſe vices, which 
were conſidered as things indifferent among 
the Gentiles 8, 


the Chriſtian Church to brotherly unity“ X 
18. He concludes bis Epiſtle with an Ex- 
cuſe for having ventüred to admoniſh the Ro- 


with ſome falutations to thoſe perfons whom 
he meant to recommend to the Church at 


ng Nome. 
Ch. xiii. 227. f Ver. 810, 
* Ver. 11 —end. h Ch. xiv. ix. 13. 


Vide Michaelis. 


17. HE exhorts the Jews 2 Gentiſes ih 


mans, whom he had not converted; with an 
account of his journey to Jeruſalem; and 


L100 1 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE 
CORINTHIANS: 


8 TH was 2 wealthy and Iuxui- ; 
ous city, ſituated in Achaia, upon tit 
Iſthmus or neck of land which joins Morea tt 
the reſt of Greece, Near it were eelebrat 
thoſe Iſthmian games to which St. PAULI, 
judes in this Epiſtle. In this city St. Paul b 
ſpent two ears planting 2 Chriſtian chu; 
which conſiſted, like moſt of the others, o 
mixture of Jewiſh and Chriſtian convell 
But having been abſent from them about th 
years, they were over-run with great dil 
ders, and ſplit into various ſeas and factio 
Tunis occaſioned the following Epi. 
which Was written by St. PAvL, juſt be q 
his departure from Epheſus k about EA 


ing the feaſt of unleavened bread.” 
er dates this Epiſtle a year ſooner 
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in the year of Chriſt Lv11, in the third of the 
emperor Nero. It was intended, partly to 
correct ſome Corruptions and Abuſes among 
the Corinthians, and partly to anſwer certain 
Queries they had propoſed to him. 


& 


In his Introduction n, he expreſſes his ſa- 
tisfaction at all the good he knew of them, 
particularly at their having the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt for the confirmation of the Goſpel. 

Any firſt, he corrects their corruptions and 
abuſes. 

1. HE rebukes the Sectaries among them, 
and defends himſelf againſt one or more falſe 
teachers, wha had alienated * of the Co- 
tinthians from him *. 

2. HE conſiders the caſe of a notorious of- 
fender, who had married his father's wife, i. e. 
his own ſtep- mother: orders them to excom- 
W=unicate this perſon, and to acknowledge no 

public fornicator as a brother . 

3. HE reproves them for their covetous 


nd litigious temper, which - cauſed them to 

« Y | 
no = Ch. 1 19. n Ch. 1. 1O-iv. end. : 
Ch, \ 13. : * 


n +9 proſecute 
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proſecute their Chriſtian brethren before hea- 
then courts of judicature ?. 

4+ HE cautions them againſt e 
2 vice to which they had been extremely ad- 
dicted before they were converted, and which 
ſome of them ſtill reckoned among the things 
indifferent, or which might be praQtifed or let 
alone without breach of morality . 


Id the NExT place he anſwers certain 
Queries they had propofed. | 

And 1. HE determines ſome queſtions re- 
lating to the marriage-ftate . 

2. HE inſtructs them how to act with re- 
ſpec to Idol-offerings*. It could not be un- 
lawful in itſelf to eat the meat which had 
been offered to Idols; for the conſecration 
of fleſh or wine to an Idol did not make it 
the property of the Idol, an Idol being no- 
thing, and therefore incapable of property . 
But ſome Corinthians thought it lawful to go 
to a feaſt in the Idol-temples, which at the 


P Ch. vi. 1—9. q Ch. vi. 1o—end. 
t Ch. x. 25— 30. | 


ſame 
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ſame time were places of reſort for lewdneſs ; 

and to eat the ſacrifices whilſt praiſes were 
ſung to the Idol“. This was publickly 
joining in the Idolatry.— He even adviſes to 
abſtain from ſuch participation as was law- 
ful, rather than give offence to a weak 
brother : which he inforces by his own ex- 
ample, who had abftained from many lawful 
things, rather than create offence to the 
Goſpel, 

3. HE anſwers a third query, concerning 
the manner in which women ſhould deliver 
any thing in public, when called to it by a 
divine impulſe “. And here he cenſures the 
unuſual dreſs of both ſexes in prophecying, 
which expoſed them to the contempt of the 
Greeks, among whom the men uſually went 
uncovered, and the women veiled. 

He alſo takes occaſion here to cenſure the 
irregularities committed at their love- feaſts, 
&c. and in the exerciſe of the extraordinary 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, &c. * 


u Ch, viii. 10. x. 20—22. Ch. xi. 2—17. 
ver. 1834. xX Ch, xĩi. xiii. xiv. 


G 4 = 4. He 
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* H aſſerts the Reſurrection of the dead; 


which ſome among the Corinthians doubt- 


ed, and others denied . 
Hk then concludes with ſome directions to 


the Corinthian Church concerning the man- 
ner of collecting alms; promiſes them a viſit; 
and ſalutes ſome of the members 2. 


v Ch, xv. z Ch, xvi. Vid. Michaelis. 


)F 


THE SECOND' EPISTLE TO 


THE CORINTHIANS. 


T. PAur's firſt Epiſtle had wrought dif. 
ferent effects among the CORINTHIANS : 


Many of them entered into themſelves; they 
excommunicated the inceſtuous man; requeſt- 


ed St. Paul's return with tears, and vindicated 
him and his office againſt the falſe teacher and 


his adherents. Others of them ſtiil adhered 


to that adverſary of St. Paul, expreſsly de- 
nied his Apoſtolical Office, and even furniſhed 
themſelves with pretended arguments from 
that Epiſtle. He had formerly promiſed to 
take a journey from Epheſus to Corinth, 
thence to viſit the Macedonians, and return 
from them to Corinth ®. But the unhappy 
ſtate of the Corinthian Church, made him al- 
ter his intention d, ſince he found he muſt 


| a2 Cor, i. 155 16. 30 Ver, 23. 


have 
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have treated them with ſeverity. Hence hi 
adverſaries partly argued, 1ſt, That St. Paul 
was irreſolute and unſteady; and therefore 
could not be a prophet. -2dly, The imprabghi. 
lity of his ever coming to Corinth again, finc: 
he was afraid of them. 

Suck was the ſtate of the Corinthian 
Church when St. Paul, after his departure 
from Ephefus, having viſited Macedonia e, x 
ceived an account of the above particulars from 
Titus *, and therefore wrote them his ſecond 
Epiſtle, about the end of the ſame year*, 


the beginning of LVIII. < 


Doc 
TER Contents of this Epiſtle are theſe. f 
x. HER gives the Corinthians an accoun Ft 
of his ſufferings to that time, and af the com. 
fort he derived from meditating on the Relut ont 
rection f. 1 | ew 
2. HE vindicates himſelf againſt the th: 
who would not confider him as a true apolt 7. 
becauſe he had altered his reſolutions F. 


t Acts xx. 1 d 2 Cor. vii. 55 6. e 80 1 cel 
Lardner, who dates it from Macedonia about Sept. 
OR, Lv). F Ch. i, 1-11. s Ch. i. 12—ii. . 


Js 
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3. HE forgives the inceftuous man h; 
and tells the Corinthians how much he 
longed for their amendment 1. 

4. HE treats of the office committed te 
him of preaching the Redemption; and highly 
prefers it to preaching the Law; to which 
probably his adverſaries had made great pre- 


which he ſhews to be no diſgrace to the Goſ- 
pel or its miniſters : and here he gives a ſhort 
pbſtraCt of the doctrine he preaches k. | 

5. HE ſhews it to be his office, not only 
opreach the Redemption by Chriſt, but to 
nculcate certain duties, and particularly that 


il 


* 


ou thoſe who attended the Idol-feaſts l.) 


on 0. HE .endeavours once more to win their 

Jeſulonfidence, by telling them how affectionately 
e was diſpoſed towards them, and rejoiced 
tho their amendment v. 


apo). HE exhorts them to a liberal collection 
[the Chriſtians in Judea *. yt 

Wo | Ch. ii. g—Ilt IVVer. 12, 13. k Ch. ii. 

Sept. . ends ! Ch. vi. m Ch. vii. 116. 


— l. vui. 1 ix. 15. 


3 


8. HE 


tences. They had ridiculed his ſufferings; 


f lying from Idolatry (an oblique cenſure 
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8, HE vindicates himſelf againſt thoſe who 
thought him deficient in the evidences of hig 
Apeſtleſhip, and imputed his caution, when 
at Corinth, to his conſciouſneſs of not being a 
true Apoftle . _ 


„Ch. x. to the end. Vid. Michaelis. 


[ 109 ] 
0 5 


THE EPISTLE TO THE 
GALATIANS. 


H E GALATIANS were deſcended from 
1 thoſe Gauls, who had formerly invaded 
Greece, and afterwards ſettled in Lower Aſia. 
St. PAUL had preached the Goſpel among them 
in the year LI, ſoon after the council held at 
Jeruſalem ?. Aſia ſwarmed at that time with 
zealots for the law of Moſes, who wanted to 
impoſe it upon the Gentiles 9, Soon after St. 
Paul had left the Galatians, theſe falſe-teach- 
ers had got among them, and wanted them 
to be circumciſed, &c. This occaſioned the 
following Epiſtle, which an eminent critic © 
thinks was written in the ſame year, before St. 
Paul left Theſſalonica; though others date it 
about the end of the year LII, or in the very 
beginning of Lim, before St. Paul ſet out to go 
to Jeruſalem by way of Epheſus. 


p Acts xvi. 6. 1 Ads 9 r Michaelis. 
Dr. Lardner, &. | 
TRE 
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TRE ſubject of this Epiſtle is much the 
ſame with that of the Epiſtle to the Romans; 
only this queſtion is more particularly conſi- 
deret here, Whether Citeumciſton; and the 
<« full obſervatice of the Levitieal Law were 
255 neceſſary to the ſalvation of a Chriſtian con- 
vert.“ 4 s 

IT ſeorhs, theſe Jag Chriſtians, whoſe 
indirect views St. Paul expoſes :, at firſt only 
}aboured to repreſent Cireumeiſion as neceſſary 
to ſalvation, without obliging the Gentiles to 
obſerve the whole Levitical Law; yet they 
inſiſted upon the Chriſtians receiving the Jew- 
iſh feſtivals and ſabbatical years“ 


Tre principal Arguments were, 
1. Tha the Apoſtles at Jerufalem, St, 
Peter in particular, and the whole Church at 
Jeruſalem, conſidered Circumciſion as neceſ- 
fary ; that St. Paul was only a deputy from 
that church, and his doctrine only to be re- 
garded ſo far as it agreed with that of the 
church of Jeruſalem.” This obliged St, 
Paul to declare, not only that the Apoſtles at 


E Ch. vi. 125 13. * Acts XV. i. Gal. v. 2, 9.7 
W Ch. iv. 10. | 


Jeruſalem 
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Jeruſalem perfectly concurred with him, hut 
| alſo that he was an immediate Apoftle of 
| Chriſt. 
2. % THar St. Paul himfelf bad changed 
his opinion, and now preached. up the Levi 
tical LZaw*.“ They urged perhaps that he. 
had cauſed Timothy to be circumciſed Juſt 
before he came to them. | 

3. THAT all the promiſes of God were 
made to the ſons of Abraham; and that who- 


erer would partake of ' Abraham's bleſſing, 


muſt, like him, be circumciſed.” This objec- 
tion he fully anſwers 3. 

4. © Tr Iſaiah foretold an approach- 
ing converſion of the Heathens, and promiſed 
children from among them to Sion, or Jeruſa- 
lem; and therefore, if the Gentiles deſired to 
be children of the church of Jeruſalem, they 
| ought to conform to the rites of that church.” 
In anſwer to this the Apoſtle ſhews, that theſe 
children were not promiſed to the Jewiſh, but 
to the ancient or Jebuſite Jeruſalem a. 


* Gal. i 8 1 AQts xvi. 3. Gal. 
i. 3. 2 Gal. iii. 7. iv. 18. 2 Ch. iv. 19— 
31. The words ver. 25, * Sinai is a mount in Arabia,” 
are thought to be a gloſs crept into the text. 

ST. 
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ST. Paul frequently direts Chriſtians to 
bear with the weakneſs of thoſe Jewiſh Con- 
verts who obſerved the Levitical Law b. But 
the Galatian Church conſiſted of Gentiles; 
and the whols import of this Epiſtle is, that 
they ſhould not be circumciſed. | 

In the two laſt chapters are ſome praQieal 
exhortations, deſigned chiefly againſt the ani- 
moſities and partialities which theſe alpen 
had bred among them. 


* Rom. = Acts xxi. 233 24. 26. 


t a3 7} 


OF -. 


i EPHESIANS. 
| 8 

PHESUS was the chief city of all Aſia 
4 ] on this fide Mount Taurus. St. PavL 
u. bad paſſed chro? ir in the year Liv, but with- 


ot making any ftay*, The following year 
e returned to Epheſus again, and ſtayed there 
(three years. During his abode there, he cbm - 
Wplcated a very flouriſhing church of Chriſtians; 

Pe firſt foundations of which had been laid 
y ſome inferior teachers. As Epheſus was 


arts of Afia- minor, St. PAUL took the op- 
Wortunity of preaching in the. adjacent couti- 
Wrics*; and the other churches of Aſia were 
onfidered as the daughters of the church of 


*, in effect, an Epiſtite to the other cliurches 
f Afia at the fame time. 
O 
| ner to Rome for the firff time; 3 and during 
* Ads xviũi. 19 · Che zz. e 10. 
H 


THE EPISTLE TO THE 


requented by perſons of diſtinction from all 


* 
Wy — — n 


Epheſus; fo that an Epiſtle to the Ephefians : 


— 
bt — 
* = 
5 _— 


In the year IXI, St. Paul was rde pri- 


14 OF THE EPISTLE 


his confinement there, which was not yery 
cloſe f, he wrote the Epiſtles to PHILEMOx, 
the. Col ossiAxNs, the EPHESIANS, - and. Pat. 
LIPPIANS, 

HENCE all theſe Epiſtles bear ſo great a re- 
ſemblance in their ſtyle and manner, Of theſe. 
four, a learned writer s thinks the Epiſtle to 
the EpRHESsIAxs. was firſt written by the Apol- 
tle in the ſpring A. D. LxIz as ſoon as con- 
veniently could be, after his friends at Rome 
had taken a lodging for him, and he was ſet- 
tled in it. 

Tris: Epiſtle was intended to eſtabliſh: the 
EPHESIANS in the faith; and to this end to 
give them more exalted views of the love of 
God, and of the excellence and dignity ef 
Chriſt; To ſhew them they were ſaved by 
grace, and that the Gentiles (however: wretched 
they had been once) had now equal privileges 
with the Jews; - LO encourage them, by de- 
claring with what ſteadineſs he (St. Paul) ſuf- 
fered for the truth, and with what earneſtneſ 
he prayed for their eſtabliſhment and perſe- 
verance in it; And finally to engage them to 


ok FAQs a 32. | E Dr. Lardner- 
1 " 
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the practice of thoſe duties, which becamg 
them as Chriſtians ®, 


Tas eity of Ernksvs was diſtinguiſhed 
by peculiar vices and ſins, which are alluded 
to in this Epiſtle, and in thoſe to TIMO THA. 

1. Ir was the genuine ſeat of the idola- 
trous worſhip of Diana, who was called 
YOTEIPA, or the Saviour Goddeſs: in oppo- 
Wition to which St. Paul calls the true Deity 
WEQTHP, or the Saviour God, in his Epiſtle. 
to Timothy i. 

2. THE Epheſians were remarkable for the 
practice of ſuperſtitious arts © 
| 3 Trey were vain in 0 dreſs l. 

4. Tak were remarkable for lewdneſs 


end drunkenneſs, and gloried in obſcenity 


f language *. 


Ax eminent Critic ® thinks the Chriſtians 


f Epheſus were alſo tainted with the errors 


pf the Eſſenes; an account of which the Rea- 


ler will find below, in the Introduction to the 
IST EPISTLE to TIMOTHY. 
b Vid. Dodderidge. # x Tim. i. 1. ii. 3. 
Acts xix. 18, 19. - 1 See 1 Tim. ii. 9, 10. 
Eph. ch. v. a M. Michaelis. See his 
Aures on the New Teſtament, 


FY 


H 2 OF 


f u6 7 


OF 


THE : EPISTLE 10 THE 
PHILIPPIANS. 


HILIPPI was a city of no great ex- 
| tent, in Macedonia, near the borders of 

Thrace. The Chriſtian religion was firſ 
planted there about the year LI, by St. PAUL? 
who left St. Luke and Timothy to carty on 
the work. He afterwards paid them a ſecond 
viſit o, and it is probable ſaw them afterwards 
A third time. 

T 1s Epiſtle was ſent at the ſame time 
with the preceding; ; viz, A. D. EXIL or Exin. 
The deſign of it ſeems to be, To comfort 
the Philippians under the concern they had 
expreſſed for his impriſonment at Rome; To 
check a party ſpirit that had crept in among 
them; and to promote? on the contrary an 
Jatire union and harmony of affection; To 
Suard them againſt being ſeduced from d the 


| 0 Ads wi. Acts xxi. 6. 
6 8 purity 


YM 
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purity of the Chriſtian faith by judaizing 
teachers; To ſupport them under the trials 
with which they ſtruggled ; And, above all,. 
to inſpire them with a concern to adorn their 
holy profeſſion, by the moſt eminent attain- 
ments in the divine life 9. 


1 
. 
- 


| 


>) r 
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THE EPISTLE TO TEN 
COLOSSIANS, 


OLLOSSE (or, as it was antientiiſ 

( written, Colaſſz) was a conſiderable chil 

of Phrygia in Aſia- minor. St. Paul him 
had not been at this city when he wrote tl 
94-.Epiſtle *, though he had ſome years before t 
velled through Phrygia. However, Epaph 
had founded a Chriſtian Church at Col 
and probably in the neighbouring cities if 
Laodicea and Hierapolis *, It is probable ti 
ſome Coloſſians, who had heard St. ll 
preach at Epheſus*, might be converted 
him; and among them PazLEMoN, to wi 
St. Paul addrefled his Epiſtle ſo intituled. 
Now the Churches of Coloſſe, Laodid | 
and Hierapolis, were expoſed to more immini 


r Col. ii. 1. Col. i. 7. iv. 12, 13. 
Acts xix, 10. | | | 
aul 
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danger of being ſeduced by falſe teachers, 
as they had not received the Goſpel imme- 
diately from an Apoſtle, but from Epaphras ; 
and as they might ; queſtion, whether, Epa- 
phras did not err in ſome reſpects ; this oc- 
caſioned St. Paul's anxiety for them u, and 
induced him to confirm the Doctrine of Epa- 
phras by this Epiſtle v, which was written 
from Rome about the ſame time with the 
preceding; A. D. Lx or Lx111. A learned 
writer * thinks this and the Epiſtle to PI- 
LEMON were ſent away together by Tychicus 
and Onefimus, although that to Philemon 
vas probably firſt delivered, 


TE more immediate occaſion of writing 
Sto the Coloſſians, was an Epiſtle St. Paul 
Wd received FROM the Laodiceans v, which 
Wn eminent Critic * thinks contained ſome 
titten queries relating to the doctrines of 
Wc Eſſenes, and this Epiſtle was intended 
o anſwer them. What thoſe Doctrines were, 


Col. ii. 1. W Col. i. 7. iv. 12, 13. 
Lardner. See alſo Michaelis, Y Ch. iv. 16. 
| * Michaelis, 


KH 4 ſee 
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Tee in the Cntrodution to the ener ENS 


To TINMmO Tar. 
This Epiſtle to the Coloſſians i is ſo Iike cht 


to the Epheſians, both in language and con- 
rents, that the one will 8 illuſtrate th 
other, ET 


fm] 


or 


THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE 
| THESSALONIANS, 


VHESSALONICA was in St. Paur's 

I time the capital of Macedonia. St. 
PauL had - preached the Goſpel there in the 
year L1*: ſome few among the Jews received 
the Goſpel ; but a great multitude of thoſa 
Heathens, who confeſſed one only true God b, 
became converts to Chrift, Hence the major 
rity of the Church conſiſted of native Hea- 
thens, who had formerly been Idolaters<. 
The Jews, ever jealous of the admiſſion of 
the Gentiles to the ſame privileges with them- 
ſelves, raiſed ſuch a diſturbance, that St. Paul, 
with Silas, was obliged ſuddenly to withdraw): 
they even purſued him to Berea. He left 
Silas and Timothy there, and fled to Athens, 
ordering them to follow him . Timothy 


4 Aﬀts xyii. * EtCouo EXAmg © x Theff. i. 9. 
Ads xvii, 143 15. | . 
| | did. 
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did not long continue there with St. Paul, 
but was ſent back to Theſſalonica e, and, 
when he returned, found St. Paul at Corinth; 
where he reſided a year and half f; and in 
the former part of that time this Epiſtle was 
probably written, viz. about A. D. III. 


Wĩ X regard to the ſtate of the Church of 
onen the, knowledge of which is xe- 
quiſite to underſtand theſe two Epiſtles, _ 

1. Ir conſiſted chiefly of Gentiles, and of 
fome Jewiſh members. It is probable that 
the Teachers mentioned in the fifth Chapters 
were converts from Judaiſm; at leaſt, ſuch 
Greeks as had before been ee to the. 
Jewiſh religion, 

2. THis Church, being a; in its infancy, 
and oppreſſed by the powerful Jews, required 
to be eſtabliſhed in the faith. St. Paul there- 
fore ir the three firſt Chapters endeayours 
to convince the Theſlalonians of the truth 
and divinity of his Goſpel, both by the mi- 
raculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, which had 


© 1 Theſſ. Hi: "Tt, 4» 
f St. Paul came there before the end of the year gs 
and ſtaid till the beginning of 53. Lardner, 
Ver. 12. | 
been 
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been imparted; and · by his own conduct when 
among them. 

3. AN error prevailed with reſpect to the 
doctrine of the laſt Judgment. The Theſ- 
ſalonians, Iike moſt of the primitive Chriſti- 
ans, thought the day ↄf Judgment would hap- 
pen in their time. They imagined thoſe who 
lived to ſee it take place, would have great 
advantage over the deceaſed - faithful; which 
was probably to conſiſt in their entering im- 
mediately on the Millennium. This error he 
combats in the fourth Chapter. 

4. Souk of this Church, who refuſed to 
| ſubje& themſelves to the teachers, had at tſie 
fame time given themſelves up to diſorder; 

and they ſeem to have carried on this unruli- 
neſs, under a pretence of teaching or edify- 
ing others: On. this account the Apoſtle 
gives the admonitions in x the * Obüpter . 


Ver. 1—14. 


ir 61 | 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE TO 
THE THESSALONIANS: 


HE Second Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians 
was ſent from Corinth ſoon after the 
Arſt, viz. A. D. III. St. Paul found the 
Theſſalonians ſtill conſidered the day of Judg- 
ment as at hand, and that the diſorders before 
reproved, were ſtill carried on among them. 
He therefore in this ſecond Epiſtle ſhews that 
the laſt day was ſtill diſtant, from ſome prophe - 
cies not yet fulfilled ; and gives them more 
particular diret᷑tions hom to conduct ' them- 
ſelves towards thoſe diſorderly perfons. 

M. Michaelis thinks that 2 Theſſ. ii, 2. 
refers to ſome Epiſtles forged in St. Paul's 
name to propagate the above error; and to 
certain calculations and falſe prophecies applied 
0 the ſame purpoſe. | 
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OF 


THE FIRST EPISTLE TO 
TIMQTHY,. 


E havean account of TzMoTHY in the 
Acts of the. Apoſtles3, and in other 
parts of the New Teftament * » from which be 
appears to have been 2 youth of moſt excel- 
knt qualities, and almoſt conſtantly the 
companion of St. PA. 

Tars Firſt Epiſtle to him is by ſowe: FREY 
ted, A. D. Lxv, but by others on better 
grounds! about A. D. EVI, or Lvin, at the 
time of St. Paul's journey inta Macedonia . 


| This Apoſtle being obliged 10 retire from 


Erussus earlier than he intended, on account 


Adds xvi. 1—3. E 2 Tim. i. & Acts rie. 
» Tim, ni. 10, If. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 2 Tim i. 6. 
1 Tim. iv. zz, Heb. sii. 23. Vid. alſo the 
addreſs ta 2 Cor. Philipp. Coloſſ. 2 and 2 Thefl.. 
Philem. 

| See Michaelis, Lardner. The place where this 
Epiſtle was Written is nat certainly agreed. ; though it 
is likely St. Paul was either i in Macedonia, or near it. 

n Acts XX, 2 i 
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upon him as Biſhops and Miniſters, St. Paul 
wrote this Epiſtle, which he might lay be- 
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of the inſurrection raiſed by Demetrius *, left 
Timothy behind him, to reſtore perfect order 
in the Church, to fill the Eccleſiaſtical Offices, 
and to withſtand Falſe Teachers. 

As ſome of the ' Epheſians would not obey 
him, and others attempted to force themſelves 


fore them as his commiſſion : So that it is ra- 
ther to the EyHESsIAxs than to TIM Dru. 


AN eminent Critic ? thinks this firſt Epiſ- 


2 
tle to TiMoTHY, and thoſe to the Epyp- ˖ 
SIANS and CoLossiAxs, were leveled againſt y 
certain errors prevalent among them, which t 
the EssENEs (a Jewiſh ſect) had borrowed from b 
oriental Philoſophers: They held, 1. That Wt 
God was ſurrounded by Demons or Angels, 0) 

who were mediators with God, and therefore th 


to be worſhiped. 2. That the foul is defiled bl 
by the body : that all. bodily enjoyments hurt th 


the ſoul; which they believed to be immortal, Nea 


though they ſeem to have denied the reſurrection al 


of the body, as it would only render the ſouk W4i 


n Acts xx. See 1 Tim. i. 3. 18. iv. 6. 12, 1 


23. _ Þ M. Michaelis. 


1 6 | ſinful 


7 


ſinful by being reunited to it. 3. That there 8 


was a great myſtery in numbers, particularly 
in the number Seven; they therefore attribut- 


ed a natural holineſs to the Seventh or Sabbath 
day, which they obſerved more ſtrictly than | 
the other Jews. They ſpent their time moſtly 
in contemplation ; abſtained from marriage; | 
and every gratification of the ſenſes; uſed 
waſhings, and thought it ſinful to touch cer- 


tain things; regarded wine as poiſon, &c. 


EIN oppoſition to theſe, St. Paul, in theſe 
three Epiſtles, ſhews the ſuperiority of Chriſt 


to. the Angels, and warns Chriſtians againſt 
worſhiping them. He cenſures the obſerva- 
tion of Sabbaths; rebukes thoſe, who for- 
bade marriage, and the touching of certain 
things; and who delivered commandments 
of men concerning meats and prohibited 


them, He permits Timothy to drink wine; 


blames ' thoſe who abſtain from nouriſhing 
their bodies; and enjoins bodily exerciſe.. He 
cautions againſt a Philoſophy, which teaches 
all theſe things; and againſt perſons, who 
alume a great appearance of wiſdom and: 
"te. He delivers Hymenæus over to Sa- 

| | bs tan, 
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tan, becauſe he pretended. there was no- teſur- 
ren. of the fleſh. | 

Tux ſame learned writer thinks the errors E 
of the Eſſenes had found their way into- theſe 
churches, thro* Apollos d, who was of Alex - 
andria, in the neighbourhood of Which 
Eſſenes prevailed ; as alſo through the twelve 
Chriſtians mentioned in Acts x1x *, who ap» 
pear but imperfectly acquainted with the 
Chriſtian doctrines. He conjectures thut 
de the vagabond Jews, RongiRs %, were of 
this ſet. 
1 Acts xvni. 24. xix. 27. r Ver. np, 
© Ver. 13. 0 5 


a 76 F 


THE SECOND EPISTLE 10 
TIMOTHY. 


HIS Epiſtle, according to ſome Critics i, 
was written by St. Paul. at 8 
10 his firſt impriſonment there, and was | 
ſent to T1yMOTHY in the ſummer of the year 

But others * rather think it was written 
bent A Apoſtle* s laſt impriſonment there, 
not very long before he ſealed the truth with 
his blood; which is commonly placed none | 
A. D. Lxv1 or LXVII. 

Tur TimMoTHY was at Epheſus or in 
Leſſer Aſia, when this Epiſtle was ſent to him, 
appears from the frequent mention in it of 
perſons reſiding at Epheſus. The falſe teach- 
ers, who had before thrown this church into 
onfuſion, grew every day worſe: inſomuch 
hat not only Hymenzus, but Philetus, an- 
ther Epheſian heretic, now denied the Re- 
urrection of the dead, They were led into 


i $0 Dr, Lardner, * So M, Michaelis, an; . 
ih | this 
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this error by a diſpute about words, At 
firſt they only annexed various improper fig. 
nifications to the word Reſurrection, till x 
laſt they denied the thing; pretending that 
the Reſurrection of the dead was only a Re. 
ſurrection from the death of ſin, and ſo wa 
already paſt. This error was probably de- 
rived from the eaſtern philoſophy, which 
placed the origin of fin in the body. This 
Epiſtle conſiſts chiefly of affectionate adyire 
to TrMoTHY, thenceforward to be active in 
oppoſing thoſe falſe teachers, and in propi 
gating the Goſpel. 


O F 


THE EPISTLE To TITUS, 


HIS may be called an Epiſtle to the 
CrETANs. For St. PAUL meant not 


| > much to inſtru Titus, as to furniſh him 
With a rule to lay before the Cretans, to 


hich he might appeal, whenever unworthy 
nd unqualified perſons attempted to obtrude 
emſelves into the Epiſcopal office. 

Titus was a Greek *, and b ont 
is converſion to St. Paul *; whoz fourteen years 
ter, took him with him to Jeruſalem, to the 
reat council held there in the year xIIX. 
Ind as Titus was of Gentile parents, St. 


Paul would not ſuffer him to be circumciſed, 


What he might not abridge the liberty of the 


o7 


entile converts 7, Some years after, St. Paul 
ipatched him to Corinth, to bring him an ac- 
ount of the ſtate of that Church =; and af- 


v Gal. ij. 3. * Tit. is 4+ 7 Gal, it, —3. 


2 Cor, X11, 18, vii. 6. 13 
I 2 . terwards 


St. Paul in Crete. 
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terwards ſent him thither again, to haſten the 
collection for the poor Chriſtians in Judea\, 
After this we heer no more of him, till he is 
mentioned in this Epiſtle as having, been vi 


Tus Epiſtle, according to Dr. Lardner, was 
written towards the end of the year LI, while 
St. PAUL was in Macedonia, or near it. But 
M. Michaelis and others think it was mor 
probably written in St. Paul's laſt progreh 
through the Aſiatic Churches, between his ful 
and fecond impriſonment at Rome; thoug 
the preciſe year they are not able to deter 
mine. Titus had been left at Crete, to ſettle 
the Church which St. Paul had ' probably 
eſtabliſhed there in his firſt journey to Rome 
and afterwards e. The Churches in Crer 
had not hitherto had any Biſhops and M. 
niſters : Titus was to appoint them; but he 
was to be upon his guard againſt: ſome d 
the circumciſion, who aſpired to eccleſiaſticl 
offices. | 

Tu Ifland of G RETE was the parent d 
Komen and Greek Idolatry ; and the Cretan 
ſo far excelled other nations in inventit! 


= Ch, viii. 6. Þ» Acts xxvii. 3. »FTit. i. 
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Gods, that they were called TAE Liars. 
They were alſo diſtinguiſhed for unnatural 
vices and a ſpirit of ſedition. 

Tur Cretan converts to Chriſtianity were 
indeed obliged to forſake Idolatry and the 
yorſhip of Images: but as the Cretans were 
5 gyptians by deſcent, and had long i intermix- 
the whims of Egyptian philoſophy with 
WW udaiſm, and as they had embraced Chriſti- 
Waity very early, no church was in greater 

Wanger of adopting the abſurd and heathen 

gl ie nealogies of God, of his only begotten Son, 

eter · i Id of the F e Hence St. Paul warns 

ettl em againſt theſe errors 9, 
ab! | 
mel, 
Crete 
Mi- 
ut he 

ne df 


aſticl 


© Tit. i. 14. iii. 9. Vid. Michaelis. 
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OF. 
THE EPISTLE TO PHILEMON 


HILEMON ſeems to have been a fub- 

ſtantial man at Coloſſe, who had a ſpa- 
eious houſe, in which a part of the Chriſtian 
Church aſſembled, and in which travelling 
Chriſtians were entertained . The want df 
public inns among the ancients made this bo 
pitality needful ; and it was particularly en- 
Joined to Chriſtians, to receive one another 


hoſpitably : but as every individual was not 3 
in a condition to entertain Chriſtian-ſtrangen 2 
the Churches ſeem to have appointed: ons 1 
or more of their principal members for thi A 
purpoſe f. This was the office of Deacon ine 
fo that Philemon had an office in the Church ref 
and indeed he is by ſome of the ancients en A 
titled Biſhop of Coloſſe. Whatever his mi 
niſterial office was, he is by St. Paul call 7 


his © fellow-labourer 3.“ His ſon Archip 
pus, to whom this Epiſtle is alſo addreſſe 
had juſt before been Deacon in the churc 


© Ver, 22. f Rom. xvi. 22. £ Ver. 1. 
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of Coloſle®; he is accordingly mentioned 
with honour by St. Paul, who not only ſtiles 
him his fellow-labourer like his father, but 
alſo his fellow- ſoldier. 

PaiLEMON ſeems to have been one of St. 
Paul's firſt fruits'of the Church of Epheſus, 
and not to have been converted like the reſt by 
Epaphras, but by St. Paul himſelf !; having 
probably come to Epheſus while St. Paul was 
there, | 

THis Epiſtle was written from Rome 95 
the ſame time with the Epiſtles to the Coloſ- 
fans, Philippians, &c. ) about A. D. Lx11, or 
IXI. The occaſion of it was this: Oneſi- 
mus, Philemon's ſlave, had robbed him and fled 
to Rome. There St. Paul meeting with him, 
converted him to the Chriſtian Faith, and hav- 
ing kept him ſome time to be ſatisfied of his 
reformation, ſends him back to his maſter with 
this letter; which. has always been admired 
for its delicacy: of ſentiment and maſterly ad- 
treſs, and may be conſidered as a fine model 
af Epiſtolary writing. 


k Col. iv. 17. i Ver. 19. 
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and that the ancients were ie in this 


not prefix his name to this E . for a very 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE 
| HEBRE WS. 


HIS Apoſtolie letter, according to the 

beſt authors, both ancient and modern, 
was the genuine work of St. PAUL*®; and, 
according to the ancients, was originally 
written in the Hebrew or Syriac language; 
out of which it was tranſlated into Greek by 
ſome Apoſtolic perſon, who is believed to 
have been either St. Luke or Clement. Some 
eminent Critics, however, among the mo- 
derns, find reafon to think our preſent Greek 
copy was not a tranſlation, but the original; 


reſpect. 
St. Paul, contrary to. bis uſual cuſtbmi di 


k * Many proofs of this may be collected from thi 
Epiſtle itſelf. It is evident from Chap. ii. 3, thi 
the writer was not one of Chriſt's Diſeiples. See Dr. 
Lardner, who has fully diſcuſſed this point, and finds 
reaſon to give it to St. Paul, 

obvious 


CS 
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obvious reaſon, that he might not too early 
awaken the prejudices conceived againſt him 
by the Jewiſh converts, which might have 
led them to throw it aſide unperuſed, It 
was written towards the end of (or ſoon after) 
St, Paul's impriſonment at Rome l, A. D. 
LXIII, to the converted Jews of Paleſtine, 


| here called Hebrews, as diſtinguiſhed from the 


Helleniſts, or foreign Jews. A ſevere perſe- 
cution had deprived them of the Apoſtle St. 
James, and had rendered almoſt that whole 
church wavering in the faith. To confirm 
ſome, and to recover others from their apoſtacy, 
was the purport of this Epiſtle. 


As the zealous defenders of the Moſaic. 
Law would naturally infiſt on the divine au- 
thority of Moſes, on the majeſty and glory 
attending its promulgation by the miniſtry of 
Angels, and the great privileges it afforded 
thoſe who adhered to it: The Apoſtle ſhews, 


I. Thar in all theſe ſeveral articles Chriſti- 
anity had an infinite ſuperiority to the Law. 

Tuts Topic he purſues from Chap. i. to 
xi, wherein he reminds the believing He- 


+4 Ch. X. 34. xiii, 22z 23. 1 , 
rews 
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brews of the extraordinary favour ſhown them 
by God, in ſending them a Revelation by his 
own Son, whoſe Glory was far ſuperior to 
that of Angels *; very naturally inferring from 
hence, the danger of deſpiſing Chriſt on ac- 
count of his humiliation, which, in perfe& 
conſiſtence with his dominion over the world 
to. come, was voluntarily ſubmitted to by 
him for wiſe and important reaſons; particu- 
larly to deliver us from the fear of death, and 
to encourage the freedom of our acceſs to 
God". With the ſame view, he magnifies 
CHRIST as ſuperior to Moss their great le- 
giſlator; and from the puniſhment inflifted 
on thoſe who rebell'd againſt the authority of 
Moſes, infers the danger of contemning the 
promiſes of the Goſpel . And as it was an 
eaſy tranſition to call to mind on this occaſion 
that Reſt in Canaan, to which the authority 
inveſted in Moſes was intended to lead them; 
the Apoſtle hence cautions them againſt un- 
belief, as what would prevent their entering 
into a ſuperior ſtate of Reſt to what the Jews 
ever enjoyed 7. This caution is ftill further 
inforced by awful views of God's omniſcience, 


m Ch. i. throughout. n Ch. ii. throughout. 
@ Ch. ili. 121 Jo P Ch. ili. 14—iv. 11. 
and 
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and a lively repreſentation of the High- 
Prieſthood of Chriſt . In the next place he 
intimates the very hopeleſs fituation of thoſe 
who apoſtatiſe from Chriſtianity * ; and then, 
for the comfort and confirmation of ſincere 
believers, diſplays to them the goodneſs of. 
God, and his faithful adherence to his holy 
engagements; the performance of which is 
ſealed by the entrance of Chriſt into Heaven 
as our Forerunner . Still further to illuſtrate 
the character of our Lord, he enters into a 
parallel between him and Melchizedec, as to 
their title and deſcent; and from inftances 
wherein the Prieſthood of Melchizedec excel- 
led the Levitical, infers that the Glory of the 
Prieſthood of Chriſt ſurpaſſed that under the 
Law*. From theſe premiſes the Apoſtle ar- 


gues, that the Aronical Prieſthood was not 


only excelled, but conſummated by that of 
Chriſt, to which it was only introductory and 
ſubſervient; and of courſe, that the obliga- 
tion of the Law was henceforth diſſolved u. 
Then re-capitulating what he had already 


demonſtrated concerning the ſuperior dignity 


1 Ch. iv. 12, to the end. and Ch. v. throughout. 
Ch. vi. 19. | * Ch. vi. 9, to the end. 
Ch. vii. 1217. u Ch. vii. 18, to the end, 


g of 
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of Chriſt's Prieſthood, he thence illuſtrates 
the diſtinguiſhed excellence of the New Co- 
venant, as not only foretold by Jeremiah, but- 
evidently enriched with much better promiſes 
than the Old“: Explaining further the 
doctrine of the Prieſt hood and interceſſion 
of Chriſt, by comparing it with what the 
Jewiſh High- prieſts did on the great day of 
atonement *. Afterwards he enlarges on the 
neceſſity of ſhedding Chriſt's blood, and the 
ſufficiency of the atonement made by ity; 
and proves that the legal Ceremonies could 
not by any means purify the conſcience 4 
whence he infers the inſufficiency of the Mo- ' 
ſaic Law, and the neceſlity of looking beyond 
it: He then urges the Hebrews to improve 
the privileges which ſuch an High-prieſt and 
Covenant conferred on them, to the purpoſes. 
of approaching God with confidence, to a 
conſtant attendance on his worſhip, and moſt 
benevolent. regards to each other a. 

Tune Apoſtle having thus obviated the in- 
ſinuations and objections of the Jews; for 


— — 
— — Ix 


4 
8 i 
1 
1 
1 45 
l 
4x N 
* 
if; 

£ 
140 
Fl 
41 


Vit 
ſt 
Th 
1% 
5 ii 
iy 
14 
N 


Ch. viii. throughout. Ch. ix. 1—14. 

Y Ch. ix. 15, to the end. | 2 Ch. x. w=15.. 
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the ſatisfaRtion and eſtabliſhment of the be- 
lieving Hebrews, proceeds 15 . | 


II. To prepare and fortify their minds 
againſt the ſtorm of perſecution, which in part 
had already befallen them, and was likely to 
continue, and be often renewed. He re- 
minds them of thoſe extremities they had en- 

dured, and of the fatal effects which would 
attend their Apoſtacy b: calling to their re- 
membrance the eminent examples of faith and 
fortitude exhibited by Holy Men and recorded 
in the Old Teſtament*. He concludes his 
diſcourſe with glancing at many other il- 
luſtrious Worthies ; and, befides thoſe record- 
ed in Scripture, refers to the caſe of ſeveral, 
who ſuffered under the perſecution of Antio- 
chus Epiphanes. 2 Maccab. chap. viii. &c, 9 

Having thus finiſhed the argumentative 
part of the Epiſtle, the Apoſtle proceeds to a 
general APPLICATION 3 in which he exhorts 
the Hebrew Chriſtians to patience, pace - 
and holineſs ©; cautions them againſt ſecular 
views and ,ſfenſual gratifications, by laying 

d Ch. x. 26, to the end. c Ch. xi. 1-29. 


Ch. xi. zo xi. 2. Ch. xii, 3—14. 


5 before 
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before them the incomparable excellence of 
the bleflings introduced by the Goſpel, which 
even the Jewiſh Economy, glorious and 
magnificent as it was, did by no means equal; 
exhorts them to brotherly affection, purity, 
compaſſion, dependance on the divine care, 
ſtedfaſtneſs in the profeſſion of the truth, a 
life of thankfulneſs to God, and benevolence 
to mans: and concludes the whole with re- 
commending their pious miniſters to their 
particular regard, intreating their prayers, 
ſaluting them, and pronouncing on them 2 
ſolemn benediction l. 


f Ch. xii. 15—29. 8 Ch. xiii. ras; 
* Ch, xiii. 17, to the end. 6 


II 


O F 


THE CATHOLIC EPISTLE 
OF ST. JAMES. 


HIS and the following Epiſtles are 
probably called CATHOLI or GENE- 
ar, becauſe moſt of them were written, not 
to particular churches, but to the Faithful diſ- 
perſed throughout whole countries. The sE- 
conD and THIRD EpisTLEs of St. Jo are 
added to them, only becauſe they were written 
by the ſame hand that wrote the firſt, and 
would have been loſt had they been * 

ſeparately. | 


Tas Epiſtle was written by St. James 
THE LEsSs, the ſon of Alpheus or Cleophas, 
ſtiled the brother, i. e. kinſman, of our Lord, 
who ſtatedly reſided at Jeruſalem, and is ſaid _ 
by the ancients to have been the firſt Biſhop 
of that City : where he is believed to have 
ſuffered martyrdom in the former part of the 


Fer 1x11; and to have written this Epiſtle a 


ſhort 
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was written to all Jews, of every denomina- 
tion throughout the world, whether Chriſtians 
. or otherwiſe: for this reaſon, the Apoſtle 


with any Chriſtian benediction: And though 


| Chriſtians, there are ſeveral paragraphs, which 
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ſhort time before his death > which a learned 
writer i thinks might be partly occaſioned by 
the offence taken at this Apoſtolic letter. 
Ir is generally underſtood: to- be addreſſed 
to the Jewiſh Converts to Chriſtianity dif- 
perſed abroad in the more diſtant regions: 
and that the Apoſtle's deſign is partly to ex- 
hort the Chriſtian Converts to conſtancy i in 
ſuffering, and partly to warn chert againk | 
certain Jewiſh vices. | | 
pur Dr. LAR DER thinks that this Epiſtle 


does not wiſh them grace or peace from 
Jeſus Chrift, though he does not difſemble 
his own Character: nor does he' conclude 


a large part of the Epiſtle is applicable ta 


ſeem particalarly addreſſed to unbelieving 
Jews k. 


1 Dr. Lardner, 


1—6, &c, | 


CD. 
3 


THE FIRST EPISTLE or 
| S. PETER. 


HIS Apoſtolic Letter is probably ad- 
| dreſſed to ſuch Gentiles as had forſaken 
Fury and believed in the true God, with- 
out having been circumciſed, and who after- 
wards became Chriſtians ; ſuch as Cornelius 
the Centurion; i. e. Chriſtians from among 
the Proſelytes: “ Elect: (or declared to be 
e ſuch) through ſanctification of the Spirit i.. 
he whole Epiſtle abounds in aſſurances that 
heſe converts were regenerate and become 
hildren of God, without Levitical ſacrifices, 
merely through Chriſt, - 
Tais Epiſtle was written from a city called 
y St, Peter BaBYLoN : this ſome think 
0 have been Babylon in Aſſyria, which, 
bough demoliſhed, might poſſibly have ſome 


Vid. ch. i 2. compared with As x. 44—47. 
5 15—17. 
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ſhort time before his death > which a learned 
writer i thinks might be partly occaſioned by 
the offence taken at this Apoſtolic letter. 
Ir is generally underſtood: to be. addrefled 
to the Jewiſh Converts to Chriſtianity diſ. 
perſed abroad in the more diſtant regions: 
and that the Apoſtle's deſign is partly to ex- 
hort the Chriſtian Converts to conſtancy in 
ſuffering, and partly to warn them againſt 
certain Jewiſh vices. 
Bur Dr. LAxDRER thinks that thi 1 Et 


was written to all Jews, of every denomina- 
tion throughout the world, whether Chriſtians 
. or otherwiſe: for this reaſon, the Apoſlle - 


does not wiſh them grace or peace from 
Jeſus Chriſt, though he does not difſemble 


his own Character: nor does he' conclude 
with any Chriſſian benediction: And though 


a large part of the Epiſtle 1s applicable to 
Chriſtians, there are ſeveral paragraphs, which 


ſeem particularly addreſſed to unbelieving 


Jews k. 


1 Dr. Lardner, 
1—6. &c. 


* Chap. ir. 110. Ch. v. 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF 


HIS Apoſtolic Letter is probably ad- 
1 dreſſed to ſuch Gentiles as had forſaken 
liolatry and believed in the true God, with- 
out having been circumciſed, and who after- 
wards became Chriſtians ; ſuch as Cornelius 
the Centurion; i. e. Chriſtians from among 
the Proſelytes: * Elect (or declared to be 
* ſuch) through ſanctification of the Spirit .“ 
The whole Epiſtle abounds in aſſurances that 
theſe converts were regenerate and become 
children of God, without Levitical ſacrifices, 
merely through Chriſt, | 
Tars Epiſtle was written from a city called 
by St, Peter BaByYLON: this ſome think 
to have been Babylon in Aſſyria, which, 
Hough demoliſhed, might poſſibly have ſome 


; Vid. ch. i 3» compared with Acts Xx. 4447+ i 
Il, 15—1 7. 


K | few 


Whether Jeruſalem might not be ſhadowed 


lateſt Lxv n.. 5 
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few Chriſtians in its neighbourhood ; however 
the generality, both ancients and modern, 
ſuppoſe it to have been a figurative name for 
Rome. But M. Michaelis propoſes a query, 


under that name: He alſo thinks it was writ- 
ten ſo early as the year xL1x, ſoon after the 
great council held there. But the more re. 
ceived opinion is, that it was much later; 
either in the year LXIII or EXIV; or at 


Sr. PETER's Chief deſign is to confirm the 
doctrine of St. Paul, which the falſe teach- 
ers pretended he was oppoſing ; and to afſure 
the Proſelytes, that they ſtood in the true 
grace of God”, With this view he calls then 
elect, and mentions, that they had been de. 
elared ſuch by the effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt 
upon theme. He aſſures them that the 
were regenerate without circumciſion, mere 
through the Goſpel and Reſurrection d 
Chriſt?; and that their ſufferings were 1 
argument of their being under the. diſpleaſut 
of God, as the Jews imagined d. He recon: 


m Dr. Lardner. n Ch. v. 12. 8 Ch. i. 1, 
P Ver. 35 4. 21— 25. q Ver. 6-12. 
5 5 | mend 
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mends it to them, to hope for grace to the 
end r. He teſtifies, that they were not redeem- 
xd by the Paſchal Lamb, but through Chriſt, 
hom God had pre-ordained for this pur-· 
noſe before the foundation of the world. 


1 


r Ver. tt Ver. 1820, 


E ] 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE 
OF ST. PETER. 


HIS ſecond Epiſtle is ſuppoſed to have 
been written many years after the for- 
mer, viz. in A. D. Lxv11, a ſhort time befor 
St. Peter's martyrdom, which happened in 


LXVIII, and to which *. alludes in one 0 


two places :. | 

THe general deſign of this Epiſtle is, To 
confirm the doctrines and inſtruQions del 
vered in the former Epiſtle z ** To excite tit 
Chriſtian Converts to adorn and ſtedfaſtly al- 
here to their holy Religion, as a Religion pro- 
ceeding from God, notwithſtanding the art 
fices of falſe Teachers, whoſe character is at 
large deſcribed; and notwithſtanding tt 
perſecution” of their bitter and inyeterats 
enemies.“ 

THE genuineneſs of this Epiſtle has bel 
doubted, from the peculiar ſtile of the 2d Chap 


bt Ch, i. 13 14. 


ter, which is different from the other parts of 
St. Peter's writings. Biſhop SHERLOCK ſup- 


in the eaſtern manner, of ſome falſe prophets 
an that, or an earlier age. 
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poſes that the Apoſtle, deſcribing in that Chap- 
ter the character of ſuch ſeducers, as endan- 
gered the faith of the Chriſtian Converts, 
adopts the language and ſentiments of ſome 
Jewiſh author, "containing a ſtrong deſcription 


THE FIRST EPISTLE or 
ST. JOHN. 


HIS Epiſtle of St. John (if it is not ra- 

ther a little Treatiſe) appears, as well a x 
his Goſpel, to have been written againſt Ce- x 
rinthus: In it he alſo alludes to the per- 
nicious doctrines of the other Gnoſtics, eſpe- 
cially in the admonitions to walk in the light, 
to keep undefiled from ſenſual ſins, and to 
abſtain from Idols. For whilſt Cerinthus 
taught, that the law of Moſes was aboliſhed; 
the others maintained, that eating things of- 
fered to idols, and fornication, were indif- 
ferent acts. 

In oppoſition to thoſe errors, St. John lays 
down three poſitions. 1. That it is neceſſary 
to walk in the light, and keep clear of fleſhly 
luſts, in order to partake of the kingdom of 
God. 2. That it is neceſſary to keep the 
new commandment of loving one another. 
3. That Jeſus was Chriſt and the ſon of God, 
not only in his baptiſm, but alſo at the ſhed- 
ding of his blood, 
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Tazs little Treatiſe or Epiſtle is directed 
to all Chriſtians, whereſoever diſperſed : and 
is ſuppoſed have been written before the de- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, by ſuch critics, as ap- 
ply chap. ii. 18, to the laſt time of the Jew- 
iſh ſtate. Others ſuppoſe it to have been 
written after the Jewiſh war®, about the year 
[1xxX; and others even ſo late as the year 
XII, or xcII. 


® So Dr. Lardner. 


PF 


THE SECOND AND THIRD 


OF 


EPISTLES OF ST. JOHN. 


THESE. are improperly denominatel 
Catholic or General, being inſcribed 

to two ſingle perſons, the one to ſome lady di 
diſtinction, the other to Gaius, or Caius ; pro- 
bably the ſame perſon whom St. Paul at Co- 
rinth tiles his hoſt *, and who is celebrated 
for his hoſpitality to his brethren. But: 
learned writer * rather thinks he was an emi 
nent Chriſtian, who lived in ſome city of A 
not far from Epheſys, where St. John chief 
reſided after he had left Judea, 
TESE Letters are conjectured to hai 
been ſent about the ſame time with, or ſod 
after, the former, 


" Rom, xvi, 23, 1 Cor, i. 14 = Dr. Lardne, 
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THE CATHOLIC EPISTLE 
OF ST. JUDE. 


HIS was written by Jup, or Jupas, 
the brother of James the Leſs. The 
remarkable ſimilarity between this and part of 
the ſecond Epiſtle of Peter, was probably ow- 
ing to both writers drawing their character 
of the falſe teachers, from the deſcription given 
of the falſe prophets. in ſome ancient Jewiſh 
author: and it is alſo poſſible that St. Jude 
might have the ſecond Epiſtle of Peter before 
him. They both prove, againſt certain Here- 
tics (probably the Gnoſtics), that a great day 
of judgment is impending; and conclude, 
from the judgments of God formerly exerted, 
that God will be an avenger of evil. | 

THis is belieyed to have been written after 
moſt (if not all) the other Apoſtolical Epiſtles; 
when St. Jude was arrived to a very old age: 
Dr. Mill even dates it A. D. xc: others ſup- 
pole it to have been written much earlier ; 
yet after that of St, Peter, about A. D. Lxv, 
Or LXVI, 8 
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THE REVELATION OF 
ST. JOHN. 


HIS prophetical book is agreed to have 

been written by St. JohN the Evan- 
GELIST, who, according to Euſebius, was ba- 
niſhed to Patmos, an Ifle of the Egean Sea, 
and there received the viſions contained in this 
book, in the laſt year of the reign of Domi- 
tian, about the year xLVI. Others ſuppoſe it 
Was written before the deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem. This is the opinion of M. Michaelis, 
who dates it ſo early as the time of Claudius 


or Nero, long before St. John's Goſpels or . 


Epiſtles. | In this he follows the opinion of 


Sir Iſaac Newton, who concludes it muſt have 


been compoſed in an early period of St. JoaN's 


| Hife, becauſe the ſtyle, he thinks, abounds with 


Hebraiſms, and is not penned in ſuch good and 


Auent Greek as the Goſpels and Epiſtles; 
which he ſuppoſes were written when the 


| Apoſtle 


9 


Apoſtle had acquired a more perfect knowledge 
of the Greek tongue. Other crities however 
do not allow ſuch great difference of language 
between this and St. John's other writings; 
at leaſt not more than what they think may be 
occaſioned by the difference of ſubject, ariſing 
from alluſions to the prophetic books of the 
Old Teſtament, or from the abruptneſs and 
obſcurity of the prophetic ſtyle. It is again 
urged, that the REVELATION mentions no 
other hereſy, as flouriſhing, but that of the 
Nicolaitans I, which ſubſiſted long before that 
of Cerinthus, againſt which St. John wrote his 
Goſpel between A. D. Lxv and LXVIII, and 
therefore the Revelation muſt have been writ- 
ten long before. In oppoſition to this, it is 
doubted whether the ſeven churches of Aſia 
were founded ſo early as the times of Claudius 
or Nero; or had at leaſt undergone ſuch great | 


———T—————— ————— 
. 


The NiCOLAITANS, according to ancient writers, 
were a ſect who taught the lawfulneſs of lewdneſs and 
idolatrous ſacrifices : they were ſo called from one Ni- 
colas their founder. By Nicolaitans in ſcripture are 
thought to be meant, in general, lewd and profligate 
perſons, who aim at nothing but their own ſecular ad- 
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changes and revolutions, as are alluded to in 


this Book. Tt has likewiſe been thought im- 


probable that the Apoſtle ſhould give this pro- 
phetic and myſterious Book, before ever he 


had delivered a plain and fimple narrative of 


the life of his maſter : the latter, as it would 
be of the greateſt uſe to Chriſtians, would na- 
turally be firſt afforded them; and the Apoſtles 
would be moſt likely to lay down the great 
and fundamental doctrines of Chriſtianity in 
general,, before they would think of entering 
into the ſtate of particular churches, or de- 
{cribe the events of 9 times, Whether near 
or remote. . 


SoME other arguments for che more early 


date of this bock are given by Mr. Michaelis, 


and others; but as they allow them all to be 
ſubordinate to that urged above from the un- 


common prevalence of the oriental idioms in 
this book beyond what are found in the other 


writings of St. John; this will not be judged 
very deciſive, if, after all, it ſhould appear that 
this is no more than the natural conſequence | 
of the ſubject; and that St. John, expreſſing 2 
in Greek the. images of the ancient Hebrew : 

* 2 
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Prophets, had a peculiar reaſon for adopting 
their phraſeology and idioms, as being in- 
ſeparable from the prophetic ſtyle * : ſo that, 
upon the whole, perhaps, we may reaſonably 
abide by the expreſs teſtimony of Irenzus 3, 
that this ſacred Book was written in the reign 
of Domitian; as that ancient Father was a 
Diſciple of Polycarp, who had been a Difciple 
of St. John himſelf, 

Bur at whatever period of his Life the Reve- 


lation was compoſed, there is ſtrong. internal 


Evidence , as well as the moſt coin poſi- 
tive Te that this Book was written by 
dt. John the Evangeliſt, It is no leſs obvious 
tat the contents are of a prophetic nature, 


and that they exhibit a ſeries of viſions, de- 


2 See, what is urged on the ſubject of the Prophetic 
Style, in Dr. Hurd's Lectures, referred to below. Set 
particularly Sermon the gth. | 

: Adverl. Hæreſ. lib. v. cap. 30. p. 449. ed. Grab. 
dee alſo Euſebins, Chron. lib. i. Ed. Scal. p. 80. 
Vide etiam p. 164. Lib. poſterioris & Chron, Can. 
„ 208. Hiſt, Eceleſ. lib. iii. cap. 18. Bp. Newton 
w the Prophecies, vol. iii. p. 14, 15. | 

d See Dr. Twells, M. Michaelis, Sc. 
© See Lardner, Dodderidge, &c. 
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ſeriptive of very important events that were to 
ſucceed in the courſe of ages. 
Maxx ingenious and learned men have 
undertaken to illuſtrate this ſacred Book, and 
even to point out very preciſely the particular 
events predicted by its inſpired Author; but 
their ſucceſs has not always been anſwerable 
to their ſanguine expectations. Perhaps 2 
complete and perfect Commentary muſt be 
reſerved, for future ages, when many of the 
events have taken place, which are pre- 
died in it, but remain at preſent unaccom- 


pliſhed. 


HowEVER, the pious Student ought not to 


be diſcouraged from the peruſal of theſe divine 
Prophecies : : and it is certain that he could 


never fit down to conſider them with ſo much 
advantage as he can at preſent, when he 15 
furniſhed with ſo excellent an Introduction to 


the ſtudy of theſe and all the other Prophecies 


which regard the Chriſtian Church, in the Lec- 


tures lately publiſhed by the very learned and 
ingemious Preacher at Lincoln's-Inn d. 


d TntroduRtion to the Study of the Prophecies con- 
Werren the Chriſtian CAUreN, and in particular con- 


To 


or s JonN 10 gy 


To this admired writer, it will be ſufficient 
here to refer the Reader, and he will lead him 
to as excellent a Commentator in the great 
and admirable Joſeph Mede : to whoſe) works, 
theſe new Lectures are a moſt uſeful Intro- 
duction. It will be ſufficient here to give a 
ſhort extract from the latter, to aſſiſt the rea- 


der in forming a diſtinct idea of the method, 


in which the whole Book of the Apocalypſe is 
diſpoſed: which he will readily do, if he obſerves 
that it is refolvable into THREE great Parts. 

THz FIRST Part is that of the EPIsT EEG 
to the Seven Churches, contained in the three 
firſt chapters. This, as containing little or no 


thing prophetic, is not at all confidered 55 Mr. 
Mede. 81 


THE SECOND Part (with which Mr. Mede 
begins his Commentary) is that of the sEALED 
Book, from chap. iv. to chap. x. and contains 
the fates of the Roman empire, or its Civit 
Revolutions; yet with a reference ſtill to the 
ſtate and 3 of the Chriſtian Church. 


cerning the Church of Papal Rome, in x11 Sermone, 
ke, by Richard Hurd, D. D. London, 1772. $yo. 


Ly. The 
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with what follows to the end; and exhibits 
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Tur THIRD Part is that of the oPEN Book, 
in a more minute and extended view, the fatey 


of the Chriftian Church, eſpecially during 1 its 
apoſtacy, and after its recovery from it. 


Tuts Third Divifion may, further, be con- 
ſidered as confiſting of Two Parts. 

THe FIRST contains, in chap. xi. a fum- 
mary view of what ſhould befal the Chriſtian 
Church, contemporary with the events de- 


' duced in the ſecond part, concerning the Em- 


pire, and is given in this place, in order to 
connect the ſecond and third parts, and to 
ſhew their correſpondence and contempo- 
raneity. See Mr. Mede's Clavis, p. 424. au 
Comment. Apocalypt. p. 476. 1 

THE $sEcoND Part of the laſt Diviſion (fron 
chap. X11, to the end) gives a detailed account 
of what ſhould befal the Chriſtian Church ni 
diſtinct and ſeveral of them ſynchronici 
Viſions. 


CY 
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Here we fhould conclude; but as the curious 
Reader may deſire to be informed bow the Pre- 


Ns dlictions revealed in this book of St. John have 
uſually been interpreted and applied, we ſhall con- 
| /lently with our fubjeft fubjoin, 
on- 3 
AKEY TO THE PROPHECIES CONTAINED 
ſum- TN THE REVELATION. 
{tian . os 1 
1 This is extracted from the learned Diſſer- 


Em. rien, of Dr. Newton, Biſhop of Briſtol ©: to 
which the reader is referred for a more full illuf- 
ud to tration F the ſeveral parts, as the conciſeneſs of 
our plan only admits a ſbort nog is or abridg- 
I ET them. 


| e Diſſertations on the Prophecies which have re- 
(from mai kably keen fulfilled, and at this time are fulfilling, 
ccount in the world, vol. iii. $vo. 
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A KEY TO THE PROPHECIES CONTAINED 
IN THE REVELATION, 


N OTHING of a prophetical nature oc- 
curs in the firſt Three Chapters, except, 
1. what is ſaid concerning the Church of EphxE- 
sus, that her Candleſtick ſhall be removed out 
of it's place,” which is now verified, not only 
in this, but in all the other Aſiatic churches 
which exiſted at that time; the light of the 
Goſpel having been taken from them, not only 5 
by their hereſies and diviſions from within, but 


by the arms of the Saracens from without! f 

i And, 2. concerning the' church of SMYRNA, | 
| that ſhe ſhall ©© have tribulation ten days;” ; 
| that is, in prophetic language, ten years; ; 
| referring to the perſecution of Diocletian, 

| which alone of all the general perſecutions i 


— 


laſted ſo long. 


Tux next five Chapters relate to the open- t 
ing of the SEVEN SEALS; and by theſe ſeals 
are-intimated ſo many different periods of the WM ce 

| | _ 


Is 
he 
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prophecy. Six of theſe ſeals are: opened. in 


the ſixth and ſeventh chapters. 

THE FIRST SEAL or period 1s memorable 
for conqueſts, It commences. with Veſpaſian, 
and terminates in Nerva; and during this 
time Judæa was ſubj ugated. ; 

THE - SECOND SEAL is noted for war ad 
ſlaughter. It commences with Trajan, and 
continues through his reign, and that of his 
ſucceſſors, In this period, the Jews were en- 
ticely routed and diſperſed ; and great was the 
laughter and devaſtation occaſioned by the 
contending parties. 

THE THIRD SEAL is characteriſed by a ri- 
gorous execution of juſtice, and an abundant 
proviſion of corn, wine, and oil. It com- 


mences with Septimius Severus. He and Al- 


exander Severus were juſt and ſevere empe- 
rors, and at the ſame time highly celebrated 
for the regard they paid to the internal felicity 
of their people, by procuring them plenty of 
every thing, and particularly corn, wine, and 
oil, This period laſted during the reigns of 
the Septimian family. 
Taye FourTH SEAL is diſtinguiſhed by a 

concurrence of evils, ſuch as war, e 


peſtilence. 
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the eighth Chapter. 
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peſtilence, and wild beaſts, by all which the 
Roman empire was remarkably infeſted from 
the reign of Maximin to that of Diocletian, 
THE FIFTH SEAL begins at Diocletian, 
.and is fignalized by the great perſecution, 
from whence arofe that memorable ZEra, the 
Fra of Martyrs. 
With Conſtantine begins the 81x TH SEA, 
a period of revolutions, pictured forth by 
great commotions in earth and in heaven, al- 
luding to the ſubverſion of Paganiſm, and the 
eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity. This period 
laſted from the reign of Conſtantine the great, 
to that of Theodoſius the firſt, 


THE SEVENTH SEAL includes under it the 


remaining parts of the prophecy, and com- 
prehends ſeven periods diſtinguiſhed by the 
ſaunding of SEVEN TrUMPETs, 


As the SEALs foretold the ſtate of the Ro- 2 
man empire before, and till it became I 
Chriſtian, ſo the TrzuUmMPETs foreſhew the 4 
Fate of it afterwards ; each TRUMPET being 7 
an alarm to one nation or other, rouſing 
them up to overthrow that empire. F 5 

Four of theſe TRUMPETs are ſounded in M, 


AT 


% 
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Ar the ſounding of the Fixsr, Alaric and 
his Goths invade the Roman empire, beſtege 
Rome twice, and ſet it on fire in ſeveral places. 
At the ſounding of the 8sECOND, Attila and 
his Huns waſte the Roman provinces, and 
compel the eaſtern emperor Theodofius the 
ſecond, and the weftern emperor Valentinian 
the third, to ſubmit to ſhameful terms. At 
the ſounding of the THIRD, Genſeric and his 
Vandals arrive from Africa; ſpoil and plunder 
Rome, and ſet ſail again with immenſe wealth 
and innumerable captives. At the” ſounding 
of the FOURTH, Odoacer and the Heruli put 
an end to the very name of the weſtern em- 
pire; T heodoric founds the kingdom of the 
Oſtrogoths in Italy; and at laſt, Italy be- 
comes a province of the eaſtern empire, Rome 
being governed by a duke under the exarchk 
of Riverina. 

As the foregoing TRUMPETSs relate chiefly 
to the downfall of the weſtern empire, ſo da 
the Two following to that of the eaſtern. 
They are ſounded in the ninth, tenth, and 
part of the eleventh Chapter. 

AT the ſounding of the FIFTH TRUMPET, 
Mahomet that blazing ſtar appears, opens the 
5 e 
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bottomleſs pit, and with his Locuſts the 
Arabians, darkens the ſun and air. And at 
the ſounding of the s1xTH, a period not yet 


| finiſhed, the four Angels, that is, the four 
Sultanies or Leaders of the Turks and Oth- 


mans, are looſed from the river Euphrates, 
The Greek or Eaſtern empire was cruelly 
«© hurt and tormented” under the FIFTH 
TRUMPET ; but under the $1xTH, it was 
e ſlain,” and utterly deſtroyed. 

THe Latin, or Weſtern Church being i in 
no wiſe reclaimed by the ruin of the Greek or 


_ Eaſtern, but ſtil] perſiſting in their Idolatry and 


wickedneſs; at the beginning of the tenth 
chapter, and under the found of this $1xTH 
TRUMPET, is introduced: a Viſion preparative 
to the - prophecies reſpecting the Weſtern 
Church, wherein an angel is repreſented, 
having in his hand a little book, or codicil, 
deſcribing the calamities that ſhould overtake 
that Church. The meaſuring of the temple 


ſhews, that during all this period there wil 


be ſome true Chriſtians, who will confor 
themſelves to the rule of God's word, eve 
whilſt the outer court, that is, the extern 


and more extenſive part of this Temple « 
Churc 


$ 


rit 
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Church, is trodden under foot by Gentiles, i. e. 
ſuch Chriſtians as in their Idolatrous worſhip 
and perſecuting practice, reſemble and out- do 
the Gentiles themſelves. Vet againſt theſe cor- 
rupters of religion, there will always be ſome 
true witneſſes to PROTEST, who, however they 
may be over-borne at times, and in appearance 
reduced to death, yet will ariſe again from time 
to time, till at laſt they triumph and gloriouſly 
aſcend. The eleventh Chapter . concludes 
with the ſounding of the sEVEXTH TI RUM- 
in WI ?E7- 


2 4 * 


* 


or | | 
be) In the twelfth Chapter, by the Woman 
nth bearing a man- child is to be underſtood the 


Chriſtian Church ; by the great red Dragon, 
the Heathen Roman-empire; by the man- 
child whom the woman bore, Conſtantine the 
Great; and by the war in heaven, the con- 
teſts berween the Chriſtian and Heathen re- 
lizions, 


(TH 
tive 
tern 
ited, 
jicil, 


take 
.mple Is the thirteenth Chapter, by the Beaſt with 
> wil ſeven heads and ten horns, unto whom the 


nfor Dragon gave his power, ſeat, and great autho- 
" even, is to be underſtood, not Pagan but 
x tern? Chriſtian, not imperial but papal Rome; in 
ſubmit- 


7 


ple 0 
hure 
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ſubmitting to whoſe religion, the world did 
in effe& ſubmit again to the religion of the 
Dragon. The ten-horned Beaſt therefore re- 
preſents the Romiſh church and ſtate in ge- 
neral : but the Beaſt with two horns like a 
lamb, is the Roman clergy; and that image 
of the ten-horned beaſt, which the two-horn- 
ed beaſt cauſed to be made, and inſpired with 
life, is the Pope; whoſe number is 666, at. 
cording to the numerical powers of the let- 
ters conſtituting the Roman name Aalen, 
Latinus, or its equivalent in Hebrew, Wan 
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REVELATION. 69 


CHAPTER xiv. By the Lamb on mount 
Sion is meant JEsus; By the hundred, forty, 
and four thouſand, his church and followers; 
By the angel preaching the everlaſting goſpel, 
the firſt principal effort made towards a re- 
formation, by that public oppoſition formed' 
zgainſt the worſhip of ſaints and images by 
emperors and biſhops in the eighth and ninth, 
centuries ; By the angel crying, Babylon is 
fallen,” the Waldenſes and Albigenſes, who 
pronounced the Church of Rome to be the 
Apocalyptic Babylon, and denounced her de- 
ſtruction; and by the third Angel, Martin 
Luther and his fellow Reformers, who pro- 
teſted againſt all the corruptions of the 
Church of Rome, as deſtructive to ſalvation. 


HRE we may put a period to this ſhort 
Analyſis of the REVELATIONS ; as what fol- 
lows ſeems not to be of ſuch obvious interpre- 
lation as the preceding, and therefore the curi- 
dus Reader will conſult the Biſhop's Diss ER- 
TaTIONS themſelves. In reading thoſe or 


ay other illuſtration of the Prophecies con- 
tained 
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. - tainedin this myſterious book, he will do wel 
always to have before him the admirable wanks 
of Josxrh MEDE, above quoted. 
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